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The Origin of the Novel “Himeyuri no Tou (Himeyuri Monument)” :
March 10, June 26, and August 15, 1945 (Showa 20) in Ishino Keiichiro’s Diary

NAKAYAMA Yutaka
Abstract

Recently, I came into possession of the diaries from 1945 and 1982 of Ishino Keiichiro, a novelist who
graduated from Hosei University and is known as the author of the novel “Himeyuri no Tou (Himeyuri
Monument) ”.

Of these, the 1945 diary is a record left by Ishino at the time, and is a valuable resource that is the
starting point for Ishino’s Okinawan literary works, including the novel “Himeyuri no Tou” The 1982
diary also contains information about events from 1945 that are not written in the 1945 diary, so it was
thought that it could be treated in the same way as the 1945 diary. The historical value of diaries, which
are personal records, is already known, but it goes without saying that these Ishino Keiichiro diaries are
also valuable resources for the modern history of Okinawa and Japan.

In this paper, I will report on the entries from Ishino’s diary for March 10, June 26, and August 15,
which I believe are important in understanding his Okinawan literary works. Ishino’s 1945 was already
known from his “Chronology” and “Himeyuri no Kuni (Himeyuri Country) ” but by reading these
entries in conjunction with the diary entries introduced in this paper, I was able tolearn about the
environment and situation Ishino found himself in at the time, as well as his thoughts and feelings.

Until now, it could be interpreted that Ishino’s entire family evacuated to Komatsu City, Ishikawa
Prefecture after their house was burned down in the Great Tokyo Air Raid on March 9th, but it has
been confirmed that his wife and children had evacuated before that, and that Ishino himself had left
Tokyo just before the Great Tokyo Air Raid that burned down his house. It was also confirmed that the
day the Battle of Okinawa ended for Ishino at the time was June 26th, and by reading it together with
“Himeyuri no Kuni” we were able to more clearly touch upon the origins of Ishino’s literature on the
Battle of Okinawa. There we see Ishino grieving over Okinawa through memories of his father, other
family members, and his mother who he left behind in Okinawa. It was revealed that on August 15th,
in the midst of the hustle and bustle immediately after the death and funeral of his father-in-law, Ishino
was listening to the Emperor’s radio broadcast at Kanazawa Station, where he was on a business trip.
It was also pointed out that the landscape painting used on the cover of the novel “Himeyuri no Tou”,

which was first published in book form by Yamagabo, may have reflected Ishino’s thoughts.

Keywords : novel “Himeyuri no Tou”, Ishino Keiichiro’s diary, 1945 (Showa 20) , Battle of Okinawa,

Great Tokyo Air Raid, evacuation, Emperor’s surrender broadcast, parents
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