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20. The Ant and The Grasshopper.
As a rich, purse-proud Ant was airing himself at the foot of an old oak-
tree, beneath the roots of which lay his vast bonded warehouses of
Corn, up came a poor starveling Grasshopper to solicit a grain of barley.

The selfish Ant told him he should have laboured in Summer if he
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would not have wanted in Winter.

"But," said the poor Chirper, "I was not idle: I sung out the whole
season. I did my best to amuse you and your fellow-husbandmen while
you were getting in your harvest."

"If that is the case,' returned the Ant, with unpardonable callousness,
"you may make a merry year of it, and dance in Winter to the tune you
sang in Summer."

Moral.
As the world dispenses its payments, it is decreed that the Poet who

sings for his breakfast shall whistle for his dinner.

(45 % BT 7R R Ik 25, BUTICIE KR BREA D 2 1 WiB DA
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much more fascinating to a twentieth-century eye. The individualized types
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“Political Cartoons and the office of Prime Minister both Became established in

the 1720s. They grew alongside each other and established a strange relationship

which was to show itself in mutual interdependence as it developed over the next
two and a half centuries.” (Baker, Kenneth. The Prime Ministers: An Irreverent

Political History in Cartoons. Thames & Hudson Ltd, 1995, p. 8.)
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<ABSTRACT>

A Satirical Perspective in the Parody of ZAsop's Fable “The Ant
and The Grasshopper”:
The Fables of /sop and Others Translated into Human Nature
and
Eiri-kyoukun-chikamichi

OsHimMAa Yiaki

This article compares from a satirical perspective two parodies of ZEsop’
s fables, specifically ‘The Ant and The Grasshopper/Cicada,’” published in
London and Edo: Charles Henry Bennett's The Fables of /sop and Others
Translated into Human Nature (London, 1857) and Eiri-kyoukun-chikamichi
(Edo, 1844), written by Tamenaga Shunsui and illustrated by Utagawa
Sadashige. The fable's themes—such as prudence versus dissipation, diligence
versus laziness, capital versus labor, and views on social welfare and art—
are interpreted differently based on regional and temporal contexts, reflecting
societal issues and values.

First, Bennett portrays the ant and the grasshopper as representatives
of the wealthy class accumulating wealth and the laborers being exploited.
Bennett utilizes the fable’s inherent contrast to clearly criticize the upper class.
On the other hand, the work by Shunsui and Sadashige, published under
the regulations of the Tenpo Reforms, maintains the outward appearance of
a didactic text to avoid violating censorship. However, this paper proposes
an interpretation of Sadashige’s illustrations, in which the family of ants is
portrayed as merchants, who were the bearers of Edo’s urban culture, while
the cicada represents shamisen players involved in theatrical performances and
vaudeville, which were subject to government regulations. In other words,

Sadashige's illustrations seem to reinterpret the relationship between the two
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characters, and the target of satire is neither the ant nor the cicada but rather
the shogunate itself.

In conclusion, a comparison of these two works clearly highlights the
differences in the nature of satire in the mid-19th century in both countries,
heavily influenced by their respective social systems. In England, political
satire and politicians had already formed a mutual relationship by the 18th
century, while in Japan under the Tokugawa shogunate, such expressions
were strictly regulated. Therefore, the explicit satirical tone found in Bennett's
work is absent in the pieces by Shunsui and Sadashige. Whereas Bennett
emphasized the contrast between the ant and the grasshopper to directly
condemn the disparity between rich and poor, Sadashige subtly critiques the
shogunate's policies by presenting the ant and the cicada in parallel. This
analysis suggests the possibility of an early attempt at satire using Zsop fables

during the Tenpd era in Japan.

Keywords: Zsop fables, parody, satire, caricature, illustration, Charles Henry

Bennet, Tamenaga Shunsui, Utagawa Sadashige



