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ABSTRACT

Learning from Non-College-Bound Peers:
Connections with High School Career Education

KUNII Akinori
TAZAWA Minoru

This study investigates what first- and second-year university students
learn from their peers who did not pursue higher education regarding living and
working. It examines the relationship between these learnings and high school
career education. Conducted in September 2024 at a private university with six
humanities faculties, the survey included 327 students enrolled in mandatory
career planning courses. Participants provided open-ended responses about their
learnings from non-collegiate peers and their experiences with high school
career education, based on a 13-item framework from the Labor Policy
Research and Training Institute (2010). Utilizing KH Coder for text analysis,
the study employed a combined correlational and dictionary-based approach to
identify key themes. Results reveal that students perceive two main aspects:
values and insights gained through working and the realities and conflicts of
employment. Furthermore, the level of engagement with high school career
education significantly influences the depth and nature of learning from peers.
Students with extensive career education (“high group”’) demonstrated a more
future-oriented and structured application of peer learning. In contrast, those
with limited career education (“low group”) tended to respond more
emotionally and less strategically. The findings highlight the critical role of high
school career education in shaping how students interpret and utilize learnings
from peers who did not continue to higher education, underscoring the need for

enhanced career education programs in high schools.



