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“Bijutsu’” as a Hobby: The Popularization of Art Appreciation

among Ordinary People in the Taisho Period

IMATI Hiroko
Abstract

The Japanese word bijutsu (art) is said to have been created in the
Meiji Period, to accompany the idea of art imported from the West.
There are many preceding studies on how the new concept of bijutsu
was constructed, given meaning and spread among intellectuals or people
familiar with art, led by the Meiji government. In this paper, I point out
that the concept of bijutsu was gradually diffused among ordinary people
with the appreciation of its artworks as a hobby which refined their
tastes in the early decades of the 20th century.

People began to have their own hobbies (shumi) at this time of
development of consumption culture in cities, and magazines about hobbies
titled “Shumi” or “Shumi no Tomo” were published in 1900s-1910s.
They carried articles about different genres of hobbies, including bijutsu,
ranging from Japanese-style paintings to even postcards with pictures
designed by young painters. These magazines were intended to enable
people to enjoy art easily and inexpensively or as a hobby, which means,
in a sense, commercialized art. More and more people began to enjoy
bijutsu as a hobby, although it was not until the Showa Period that the

concept of bijutsu was generally accepted.

Keywords: Art, bijutsu, Taisho Period, hobbies, shumi, Kuroda Hoshin,

ehagaki, illustrated postcards
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