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Local Enrollment and Interprefectural Student Flow
in Japan: A Study on Boosting Regional Employment

Opportunities

TAZAWA Minoru

In Japan, various initiatives are being
undertaken by prefectures and municipalities to
counteract population decline and aim for
population increase. Mainly, inter-prefectural
mobility among the age groups of 18 and 22 is
notable due to university enrollment and post-
graduation employment. This study aimed to
visualize the intraprefectural university
enrollment rate and the Number of students
within each prefecture, thereby exploring the
trends in higher education and characteristics of
regional mobility among the youth. Through
data analysis based on the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology’s
“School Basic Survey,” this research proposed
new indicators: “other prefectures recognized as
local” and “prefectures recognized as local by
others” and clarified that these indicators
accurately reflect the reality of inter-prefectural

movement at the time of university enrollment.
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Addressing the narrow and broad definitions of
local orientation, which has often been overlooked
in previous studies, the analysis using these new
indicators showed significant differences in the
degree to which students consider their
prefecture as local, depending on the prefecture.
These findings are likely helpful for those aiming
to promote local employment, suggesting that a
specific and practical approach tailored to the
target student population is needed. Additionally,
visualizing which other prefecture students
recognize their prefecture as local and where
students from their prefecture are going for
higher education provides valuable information
for considering employment information provision
strategies. The results of this study have the
potential to contribute to examining strategies
for promoting local enrollment in the context of
regional revitalization and the formulation of

educational policies.



