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A Critical Examination of the Basis of the Evolutionary Debunking

Arguments : On the Relation between Morality and Altruism

NAITO, Atsushi

Abstract

The Evolutionary Debunking Arguments (EDAs) develop a critique of the moral realism of
metaethics based on the empirical claim that human morality is a product of evolutionary adaptation.
From the viewpoint of Michael Ruse, Sharon Street, and Richard Joyce, who advocate EDAs, the causes
that led to the evolution of morality were “strengthening the motivation for altruistic behavior (toward
relatives and reciprocal partners)” and thereby “securing adaptive benefits.” The human mind has an
innate "moral sense" that functions to these effects, and it works to guide the individual's judgments and
actions through internal processes, allowing the judgments and actions produced from these processes
to reflect adaptive benefits. Our moral judgments and actions are ultimately based on adaptive benefits
and are defined by them. This view is the basis of the empirical claims of the EDA. However, two
problems can be found here. O Some actual human moral judgments and actions are not associated
with adaptive benefits. In addition, the content of morality changes with time and culture, and some of
these changes cannot be explained by adaptive benefits. @ To “strengthen the motivation for altruistic
behavior,” it is more effective, as an evolutionary function, to reinforce the desire for it than to have a
moral sense. Having the capacity for normative evaluation through a sense of morality is not necessary
for “strengthening the motivation for altruistic behavior.” These two points undermine key parts of the
views of Ruth and others, and thus the empirical claims underlying the EDA cannot be sustained.
Subsequently, the foundation of EDA'’s critique of moral realism is also undermined.



