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AWFETIE, TH LT YENL Y A%, HROKRELFEOP TR Y A%
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Lo THEBESNA (ML :66),

HARDOUEEYFEDZ LA 2 HAE L LTB Y., RERKROBEDI
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X757z,
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DELRSTNLEDZ ETH A,

HEFAEYa¥7 - arsy FEEFAEBRATHY, [REE] @b 1)
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252550 ThHb, [ZOMZERMLAEELEBEOTT, BizbidR
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IO E R HIE L ST NE D7, ] (Larabee 2020:68 £ ) 5.
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CLIRTET, RS LTHEGEEEZHRLZERETER] (L
73) o

BWEND I A NVITIFERNHOBELRERZOVEDTH D, 7LV T
Vw7 -3 vy MWK R 2 B BRI, EIR 0 S )
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W7 BRE 2 3l - 72680 22 ) 7)) X A /NSUS T B [ RER L %o
7z (L2 62), BRB/NERIE, WHEIHMIC I L, BRI
FTHHF L) HWLIEETZ ) PWIZL Tz,

L2l 227y FAWMERELTOF Y ) TRIBEOLE, K—THSF L L
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<ABSTRACT>

Japan’s Colonial Ambivalence: Political Ambiguity of Joseph
Conrad and Osaragi Jiro

SHIMOMURA Anna

Joseph Conrad is considered one of the first important analysts and
critics of imperialism in the history of Western literature. However, with the
development of postcolonial studies, the anti-colonialism of Conrad’s writings,
began to be perceived as deeply ambivalent. The complexity of Conrad’s
texts has generated new contexts and meanings, especially when read and
employed within critiques around the world. The colonial ambiguity of
Conrad’s texts also resonates with the colonial ambiguity of Japan who
played the double role of both the colonizer and the colonized. The colonial
discourse of Japan is, using Homi Bhabha's terms, full of “cracks”, due to
its intermediary position between the “East” and the “West”. In this article, I
would like to trace these colonial ambivalences in the works by Osaragi Jiro
— one of the biggest names of Japanese genre fiction, faishubungaku, in the
light of Conrad’s ambivalent writings. My aim is to analyze the colonial and
nationalist discourses of the Japanese Empire in the late 1920s, focusing on
the concept of bushido. I would like to examine the “cracks” in the colonial
discourse within Osaragi’s maritime novel Umi no Otoko as well as the political
message of Ako-Roshi, one of the many retellings of the Ako Incident, by
reading them parallel to Conrad’s Lord [im. I intend to compare both authors’
attitude to political engagement and attempt to pinpoint their “vagueness” as

a strategy of criticizing and yet maintaining the colonial / national community.



