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<ABSTRACT>

Muromachi Merchants and Artisans
in the Japanese Kimono Industry
During the Early Showa Period 2

:Silk in the Mass Market

OxkamorTto Keiko

In the previous paper, the author examined the Kyoto textile industry
in the first half of the twentieth century focusing on yuzen dyeing. It did not
provide a fuller sense of the industry because the paper did not cover woven
textiles that merchants dealt with, such as textiles made in the Nishijin district
in Kyoto or in other production centers throughout Japan.

In the meantime, when collecting postwar archives, it was found that
many articles discussed the pre-war industry and its products. From those
articles, the author strongly felt that post-war merchants and artisans were
trying to revive the industry to the pre-war prosperity. In order to better
understand the post-war kimono business, it will be worth to learn the pre-
war kimono industry operation.

Based on those articles, the findings are compiled as a research note.
First, recollection by Mrs. Yoneko Tokugawa, a privileged woman in the
pre-war period, and by a former Mitsukoshi Department Store employee,
presents the kimono of the upper-class during the 1920s and the 1930s. Then
expanding mass-market merchandise brought by Muromachi merchants and

Nishijin weavers are introduced.



