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A DESCENT INTO THE MAELSTROM.

BY EDGAR A. POE.

We had now reached the summit of the loftiest
crag. For some minutes the old man seemed too
much exhausted to speak.

«Not long ago,” said he, at length, “and I
could have guided you on this route as well as the
youngest of my sons; but, about three years past,
there happened to me an event such as never
happened before to mortal man—or at least such
s no man ever survived to tell of—and the six
hours of deadly terror which I then endured have
broken me up bedy and soul. ¥ou suppose me a
very old man—but I am not. It took less than a
single day 1o change these hairs from a jetty black
10 white, to weaken my limbs, and to unstring my
nerves, 6o that I tremble at the least exertion, and
wm frightened at a shadow. Do you know I can
ecaroely look over this little cliff without getting
giddy 7” .

The «little cliffi” upon whose edge he had so
carelessly thrown himself down to rest, that the
weightier portion of his body hung over it, while
he was only kept from falling by the tenure of his
elbow on its extreme and slippery edge—this « little
cliff ” arose, a sheer unobstructed precipice of black
shining rock, some fifteen or sixteen hundred feet
from the world of crags beneath us. No considera-
tion would have tempted me to within half a dozen
yards of its brink. In truth so deeply was I excited

giddy—so—and look out beyond the belt of vapor
beneath us into the sea.”

I looked dizzily, and beheld a wide expanse of
ocean, whose waters wore so inky a hue as to
bring at once to my mind the Nubian Geographer'’s
account of the Mare Tenebrarum. A panoraros
more deplorably desolate no human imagination
can conceive. To the right and left, as far as the
eye could reach, there lay outstretched, like ram-
perts of the world, lines of horridly black and
beetling cliff, whose character of irredeemable
gloom was but the more forcibly illustrated by the
surf which reared high up against it its white and
ghastly crest, howling and shrieking forever. Just
opposite the promontory upon whose apex we were
placed, and at the distance of some five or six miles
out at sea, there was visible a small, bleak-looking
island ; or, more properly, its position was discern-
ible through the wilderness of surge in which it was
enveloped. About two miles nearer the land, arose
another of smaller size, hideously craggy and barren,
and encompassed at various intervals by a cluster of
dark rocks.

‘The appearance of the ocean, in the space be-
tween the more distant island and the shore, had
something very unusaal about it. Although, at the
time, 80 strong a gale was blowing landward that a
‘brig in the remote offing lay to under a double-reefed
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) 7 M all pressing on the mind at once, presented the most awful, grand, and
M : r m. m solemn sight I ever experienced (The Mariners Chronicle, p, 441)
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“heaving, boiling, hissing — gyrating in gigantic and immumerable vortices, and all whirling and plunging on to the eastward, -+ speeding dizzily

round and round with a swaying and sweltering motion, and sending forth to the winds an appalling voice, half shriek, half roar.”
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v Enomen s

lant. Tout & coup, il lui prit envie de commencer cette
lomentation inarticulée, le nail, chant de mort des
Fcossais sauvages, hurlement modulé, sanglot qui ne
finit pas, soupir prolongé qui ressemble aux sonpirs
du vent dans les cathédrales. Le vieux domestique
écossais leva la tdte et reconnut la chanson funébre du
claa des Campbell, Héléna fit un mouvement de sur-
prise; et la pelite Sprightly fondit en Iarmes. Liidée
dela mort et de la patrie s'¢tait A la fois éveillée dans
Jeurs esprits.

Quoi qu'ilen mu ) ces prisages ne tardérent pas & se

éaliser. Un grain s'annonga, le vent devint mauvais,
h mer houleuse; bientdt ce fut unc tempéte. La ma-
nazuvre s'exéeuta lentement, on serra toutes les voiles,
mais p]rcucuscmmt, sans vivacilc ¢t comme sans es-

poir. La superstition, en flétrissant I'avenir, en dé-
truisant I'énergie, anéantit le sentiment de la comseress
vation, Le vaisscau tremblait ct frissonnait sous le ch&¥T
des lumes, comme I'homme saisi de la fidvre frissttnl
dans son lit. Il résistait, grice & sa construction ¥4
solidité da sa ehnrpmle; mais la route qu'il Altwlie
était opposée A celle qu'il aurait dd suivre. Aw
de la Jeune-Suzannc, autour d'elle, la long des !lb'*
tilles, étincelait I'écume et hurlait ln lame qui la jei
pitait, en la baltant, comme un bélier batles mumnu.
La nuit entidre se passa i fuire jouer les pompes; 'eaut
entrait dans la cale, et tout ce que I'équipage put faire,
ce fut de rejeter cette eau et de metire le navire en état
de yoguer, Mais quel navire!

L'vin des mits avait disparu:il fallut couper Vautre.

(¥avires enveloppés

La car -\srmlcc davre de Ja Jeune-Suzanne conti-
nu b

¢ et si frais, si vigoureux ct si

par e Maclstrom.)

non son courage, moais son Mpmr les hommes exté-

ui ballottait cn grondant les | nné Juttaient encare; et le navire, que 'on avait ra-

dul 5¢ asscz habiloment au moven d'une voiln nonr—.
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There is another kind of current, --+--- in the 68" degree, in the We are now close upon the Norwegian coast — in the sixty-eighth

province of Nordland, -+ degree of latitude — in the great province of Nordland -+

THUORSUMNSELEQ I DO BN 0 2 \WREN’

Its violence and roarings exceed those of cataract, being heard to a but the roar of its impetuous ebb to the sea is scarce equalled by the

great distance, loudest and most dreadful cataracts; the noise being heard several

leagues off, =+
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¢ The mountain of Helfeggen, in
Lofoden, lies a leagne from.the ifland Ver, and betwixt thefe
two, runs that large and dreadfl ftream called Mofkoeftrom, from
the ifland Mofkoe, which is in tne middle of it, together with
feveral circumjacent ifles, as Ambaaren, half a quarter of a league
northward, Iflefen, Hoeyholm, Kieldholm, Suarven, and Buck-
holm. Mofkoe lics about half a quarter of a mile fouth of the
ifland of Ver, and betwixt them thefe fmall iflands, Otterholm,
Flimen, Sandflefen, Skarholm.
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When the flream is moft
boifterous, and its fury heightened by a florm, it is dangerous to
comewithina Norway mile of it, boats, thips, and yatchs having been
carried away, by not guarding againft it beforc they were within
its reach. It likewife happens frequently, that whales come too
near the {tream, and are overpowered by its violence; and then it is
impoffible to defcribe their howlings and bellowings in their fruit-
lefs firuggles to difengage themfclves. A bear once attempting to
fwim from Lofoden to Mofkoe, with a defign of preying upon the
fheep at pafture in the ifland, afforded’ the like fpe@acle to the
people; the fiream caught him, and bore him down, whilft he,
roared terribly, fo as to be heard on fhore. Large ftocks of firs and
pine-trees, after being abforbed by the current, rife again, broken
and torn to fuch a degree, as if briftles grew on them. This plainly
thews the bottom to confift of craggy rocks, among which they are
whirled to and fro. This ftream is regulated by the flux and reflux
of the fea ; it being conftantly high and low water every fix houss.
In the year 1645, early in the morning of Sexagefima-Sunday, it
raged with fuch noife and impetuofity, that on the ifland of
Motkoe, the very ftones of the houfes fell to the ground.”

“The island in the distance,” resumed the old man, “is called by
the Norwegians Vurrgh. The one midway is Moskoe. That a mile to
the northward is Ambaaren. Yonder are Iflesen, Hoeyholm,
Kieldholm, Suarven, and Buckholm. Farther off — between Moskoe

and Vurrgh — are Otterholm, Flimen, Sandflesen, and Skarholm.

#— S NHMSIRAE HiESEH AN M vOEDOLQe®

When the stream is most boisterous, and its fury
heightened by a storm, it is dangerous to come within a Norway
mile of it.? Boats, yachts, and ships have been carried away by not
m:ﬁ&:m‘ against it before they were within its reach. It likewise
happens ?mﬁ:nsn? nrmﬂ whales come too near the stream, and are

overpowered by its violence; and then it is impossible to describe
their howlings and bellowings in their fruitless struggles to disen-
gage themselves. A bear once, attempting to swim from Lofoden to
Moskoe, was caught by the stream and borne down, while he roared
terribly, so as to be heard on shore. Large stocks of firs and pine
trees, after being absorbed by the current, rise again broken and
torn to such a degree as if bristles grew upon them. This plainly
shows the bottom to consist of craggy rocks, among which they are
whirled to and fro. This stream is regulated by the flux and reflux

" of the sea — it being constantly high and low water every six hours

In the year 1645, early in the morning of Sexagesima Sunday,® it
raged with such noise and impetuosity that the very stones of the
houses on the coast fell to the ground.”
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“Not long ago,” said he at length, and4 I could have guided

man ever survived to tell of — and, the six hours of deadly

terror which I then endured have broken me up body and soul.
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At the same moment the roaring noise of
the water was completely drowned in a kind
of shrill-shriek — such a sound as you might

imagine *----+
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the surf which reared high up against it its
white and ghostly crest, howling and

shrieking for ever.
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What seamen term the chopping character

of the ocean beneath us ----+-
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horridly black and It took less than a single day to

change these hairs from a jelty black

to white,
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,and bore us with it as it rose -up-

up- as if into the sky.
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How often we made the circuit of
the belt it is impossible to say. We
careered round and round for perhaps

an hour.
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Around in every direction it was still as

Presently he shook his head, looking as

My hair which had been raven-black the

day before, was as white as you see it now.
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copper-colored cloud (#REJ)

the rainbow disappeared (& [L2])
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Bk black shining rock (BED & O e30)

S dark rocks (8 0 0 230
= jet-black wall of water (%6 © BELX S H#)
LHEHE it became suddenly so dark that we could not see each other (8K&™ 4 P LD----0)
S as black as pitch (3 D10 4E) (JmERE)
= deep bright blue (K S ER L)
X as pale as death (36 O im) (oERKE)
2 the black walls (BEZ#)
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“This,” said I at length, to the old man — “this can be nothing

else than the great whirlpool of the Maelstrém.”
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” said he. “We Norwegians call it

“So it is sometimes termed,
the Moskoe-strom, from the island of Moskoe in the midway.”
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