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A Critical Review of the Construction Plan for the Mt. Fuji
Mountain Rail Drafted by the Yamanashi Prefecture Authorities (II)

Nisaburo MURAKUSHI

{Abstract)

This paper is a continuation of "A Critical Review of the Construction
Plan for the Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail Drafted by the Yamanashi Prefecture
Authorities" published two years ago.

While the previous paper described criticisms of The Draft Construction
Plan for the Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail, this paper discusses criticisms of the
draft made by various organizations and nationals.

In particular, Shigeru Horiuchi, the Mayor of Fujiyoshida City, the
municipality where The Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail is to be constructed, has
consistently opposed the draft plan raised by the Governor of Yamanashi
Prefecture from 2019 until today. The reason for this, as pointed out in the
previous article, is that the proposed plan has a significant risk of
drastically destroying the nature and environment of Mt. Fuji.

In January 2023, Governor Koutaro Nagasaki of Yamanashi Prefecture
was re-elected on a pledge to realize the Draft Construction Plan for the
Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail. Therefore, Governor Nagasaki is working to make
the previously abstract plan concrete, claiming that The Draft Construction
Plan for the Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail has been approved by the people of the
prefecture.

On the other hand, opposition to the Draft Construction Plan for the Mt.
Fuji Mountain Rail is gradually spreading both within and outside the
prefecture.

Mt. Fuji was granted the status as a World Heritage Site in 2013 and
development is strictly regulated in the site. Therefore, it will be

interesting to see whether the International Council on Monuments and
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Sites (ICOMOS), which manages the World Heritage Site, will approve The
Draft Construction Plan for the Mt. Fuji Mountain Rail in the future.



