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Effects of delayed-modeling and match-to-sample training using a tablet

computer to teach preschool children reading calendar dates

SHIMAMUNE, Satoru
SASADA, Yumiko

Abstract

In this study, we investigated the effects of delayed-modeling training, using a modified stimulus-
pairing technique, on reading calendar dates in the Japanese traditional style in four preschool children
diagnosed with autism. We utilized a tablet device to present the calendar date in both written and oral
form, with an auditory prompt of “Can you read this in another way?” This was followed by an auditory
example of the calendar date. The responses were recorded without prompting or praising imitation
responses. We evaluated the percentage of correct responses in two tasks: A match-to-sample task,
where participants matched the appropriate written calendar date with the auditory sample, and a task
where participants read aloud calendar dates from cards or a monthly calendar. Although the training
effect was limited and inconsistent for initial responses, subsequent trials with the auditory prompt
demonstrated moderate accuracy improvement. We also discussed why reading calendar dates in the
Japanese traditional style could be challenging and suggested potential intervention approaches for

future studies.

Keywords: stimulus-pairing, textual, intraverbal, delayed-modeling, autism



