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Gender Differences in Perception of Dating Violence/Harassment
Development and Analysis of The Revised Version of

The Dating Violence/ Harassment Scale (9)

OCHI Keita

Abstract

Several recent psychological studies indicate that men are attacked and harassed by their partners
to the same extent as women. However, official statistics report that women are far more likely to be
victims. The cause of this contradiction is the problem of gender differences in whether or not certain
acts are recognized as violence. Even if men and women suffer the same degree of violence, men tend
not to perceive it as violence compared to women.

In this study, we conducted two surveys on this issue. The first study showed that women were
more anxious and frightened by the same types of behavior than men. The second study investigated
physical violence and control-type abuse. As a result, it was shown that even if the perpetrator's
behavior was the same, women were more likely to perceive it as violence. In addition, depending on
the conditions, it was found that women were more likely to seek consulting from support centers,
family and friends.

Keywords : dating violence; harassment; gender difference; recognition of victimization



