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In Support of the Survival of Bookstores that Sustain
Local Reading Environments
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In recent years, the number of bookstores has been rapidly declining throughout Japan, and
the number of municipalities without bookstores is increasing, especially in depopulated areas.
This decline in the number of bookstores is also linked to the deterioration of school and public
libraries' collections and quality of service, leading to the deterioration of the local reading
environment. In areas where there are no bookstores, many adults have fallen out of the habit of
buying and reading books, which may have a negative impact on their children's generation. This
report summarizes how local bookstores can survive and maintain the local reading environment
amid the increasing number of no-bookstore municipalities and the expansion of areas without
bookstores, based on interviews with bookstores that are actually making various efforts to

survive.
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