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<ABSTRACT>

Transnationalism in Literature and Its Reception:
a Case Study of Zainichi Literature

YOSHIDA Aki

The Zainichi writers sought during the 1960s and the 1970s to question
the notion of national literature, one that would be rooted in the idea of a
monolingual and mono-ethnic Nation State. In this sense, we can consider
their approach transnational. The number of their publications grew steadily
in Japan from the 1960s onwards, and consequently, at this point, the literary
world was forced to recognize and include them as a category. While this
opened the way for writers to gain public acknowledgement through literary
prizes, it also required them to be an integral part of Japanese literature
and to conform to its aesthetic standards. Some of the themes - the issue of
split identity or the transnational journey of Zainichi family - as well as the
language they used to express the bilingual or bicultural world sometimes met
with rejection from Japanese critics and writers. To what extent can language-
dependent literature be transnational? What possibility do writers have to
express transnationality all the while having no other choice but to aim at
the national literary terrain in order to get published? This article attempts
to answer these questions by using the example of Zainichi literature and by

analyzing the reactions it provoked in the Japanese literary world at the time.



