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Experiences of Famous Places in Modern Tokyo: An Analysis of Illustrated

Famous Places and Guidebooks

KOMEIE, Shinobu

Abstract

This study aimed to compare the famous places mentioned in the representative Meisho Zue
(illustrated books about famous places) and guidebooks of Tokyo as well as their distribution trends,
clarify the differences between historical sources, and discuss people’s experiences of famous places in
modern Tokyo.

This study analyzed and discussed the relationship between people’s experiences of famous places
in Tokyo and the regional characteristics of Tokyo from three perspectives: (1) Tokyo's administrative
divisions, (2) topographical characteristics of the Yamanote (Tokyo's upper areas) and Shitamachi
(Tokyo's downtown areas), and (3) the development and improvement of the modern transportation
network.

The results show that people’s experiences of famous places in modern Tokyo developed more
deeply through the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa periods. Moreover, they diversified not only in terms of
the modernization of the sceneries of famous places but also as experiences of famous places.

Keywords : experiences of famous places, illustrated book of famous places, guide books, locality,

modern Tokyo



