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Regional development measure using Kappa (water sprite)

—Case Study of Fukusaki Town, Hyogo Prefecture—

ITO, Tatsuya

Abstract

This paper reports the results of a questionnaire survey conducted in Fukusaki Town, Hyogo
Prefecture to clarify the regional development using Kappa (water sprite). In Fukusaki Town, a
regional development measure using scary Kappa has been adopted since 2014. The effect of this
promotion has been great, and it has gained great support from residents inside and outside Fukusaki
Town.

When asked about the regional development effects by Kappa in five items: “increased tourists,”
“the town became famous,” “the people of Fukusaki became energized,” “the economy became rich,”
and “the interaction between the town’s people increased,” “increased tourists” and “the town became
famous” received high evaluations.

The regional promotion effect of events using Kappa was summarized in three ways: “scary
Kappa”, “dabbling in ghost other than Kappa”, and “full of ghost in the town”. For Fukusaki Town,
Kappa is a tourism resource and a symbol of the town. In the future, it is important to consider the
continuation of the next attempt.

When Kappa leaves the water’s edge and goes up to land, the plate on his head dries up and he
can't move. In that regard, I think we should not let Kappa go away from the water and we should not
go away from Kunio Yanagita.



