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Yoichi Nakagawa’s “Golf”: A Comparison of the Original Text (1931)
with the Text in the First Book Edition (1934)

Shuntaro KURODA

{Abstract)

Yoichi Nakagawa first published his short story “Golf” in the magazine Bungei Shunju in 1931. In 1934, he
published a collection of stories titled Golf, which also included his short story “Golf.” In this paper, the original text
published in 1931 is compared with the text that appeared in the first book edition in 1934 and the differences
between them are analyzed. For example, the meaning of the change in the name and nationality of the wife of Kuri,
one of the main characters in the story, is discussed with reference to the etymology of the names and the images
they evoke. A further focus is on the addition of descriptions of the beauty of Kuri’s mistress in the first book
edition. While writing “Golf,” Nakagawa was attempting to embody his idea of beauty in his stories. By comparing
the original text in the magazine with the first book edition, it was possible to discover how Nakagawa’s artistic

theory developed during this period.



