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Then･ansmissionoftheHemnDance

mYamaguChiandnuwanO

AndreaLuiseKahlow

Japanhasahighlydiverserangeoftraditional

perfbrming arts・ These include, fbr example, the

classicaltheatricalperfbnningarts,suchasnoh,kyogen,

kabuki, andthepuppet theatre,whichhavebeen

designatedas part ofJapan's lmangibleCultural

Heritage,aswellasfblkperfbnningarts, suchasthe

herondance・ThetheatricalartsarepasseddownfiFom

paremtochild,orfifommastertodisciple,mainlyby

imitationby a traditiOnal systemofhereditary

successionintheprofessionalworldoftheperfbnning

arts(Brazelll998,p.3).!

] The ie"Wo-system(/e"Wo sej"b家元制度) is a
hierarchical strucmreofteachersandstudentswithina

schoolofanart,whereasie"@o/ostandsfbrthefbunderor
thecurrentheadoftheschool,whoisusuallyadirect
descendantofthefbunder(Waseda:GThe/e"Wo-systemin
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Incontrast, fblkperfbnningarts showan

extraordinarywealthandvariety,whichmakes it

difficulttoapproachtothemcomprehensively.Many

fblkperfbrmingarts are conductednowadays by

organised perfbnning tro叩es who promote and

preservetheart.Ingeneral,oraltransmission(加叱〃口

伝)withlittlerelianceonnotationisamorecommon

practice thanverifiable documemation. The older

generationoftenteachesthenextgenerationinan

infbrmalway:the66smdem5' imitateandinternalizethe

movementsoftheinstructor.Thesuccessoroftheartis

usuallyalreadyconnectedtothegroupinacertainway

duetoahnilyrelationshiptooneofthemembers,or

neighbourrelations.Inmanycasesthesuccessoralready

knowsalotabomthetraditionalperfbrmance,because

heorshehasseenitftomchildhoodon.

However，伽e to the ongoing changes in

modernJapanaccompanyingadeclineofagriculmre

andan increaseddepopulationofrural areas, the

JapanesePerfbnningArtsinSouthernCalifbrnia,''p. 103;
JIE19934GIemoto,"p.583).
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preservationandtransmissionofthesemanifbldfblk

perfbrmingartshasgraduallybecomemoredifficult.

The traditional life that oncenurtured the fblk

perfbnningartshaslongsincedisappeared・Perfbrming

troupeshavedifficulties infindingsuccessorsamong

younglocalpeople(Lee, "JapaneseFolkPerfbnning

ArtsToday,"pp.102,107).

Manyquestionsarisehere・Howwasitpossible

fbrthetraditionalperfbnnanceoftheherondance2to

surviveoverseveralhundredsofyears？Whatsystemof

transmissionwascommoninYamaguchiandTsuwano

inthepast andhowdo theypreserve thedance

2Thefblkperfbrmingartofthe@6DanceoftheHeronfisa
dancewith instrumental and vocal accompaniment,
perfbnnedeveryyearbytwodancers infilll-bodyheron
cosmmes. ItisperfbrmedonceonJuly20inYamaguchi
city(Yamaguchiprefecmre),whereitiscalledsqg/"0〃α】

鶯の舞andtwiceonJuly20and27intheneighbouring
castletownTsuwano(Shimaneprefecture),hereknownas
sag加αj鶯舞．Thedancers,whorepresentamaleand
femaleheron, arejoinedbyotherperfbrmanceelements,
suchasadrumdanceandrodwielders・Thedanceispartof

theGionfestival,whichtakesplaceannuallyfromJuly20
to27inbOthplaces.
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perfbrmance today？Basedon fbrmer researchon

traditional Japanese transmissionsystems of(fblk)

perfbnning arts and interviewswith the present

preserversofthetradition, thefbllowingstudyaimsto

introduceanddiscussthepreservationandtransmission

oftheherondanceinYamaguchiandTsuwano.

Tlle雌ｼ鰯α棚dthem′α：
Defin並ionsan(ICilaracteristics

Research regarding traditional Japanese

transmissionsystemsof(fblk)perfbrmingartsismainly

undertaken in the fields of sociology, ehnology,

historical fblkloreandamhropology.Variousaspects

havebeentheomectofconsideration, suchas the

structureofJapanesevillagesandrural soCieties, as

represented by tenns such as 6Gvillage structure

discourse" (so"γα加肪z〃o〃村落構造論). Inthe

fbllowing, research that seeks to determinehow

festivals are organised is introduced、 Two key

transmissionconceptsarediscussed,namelythe碗〃αza

53



国際日本学論叢

宮座and〃α頭屋3whicharefbundmainlyinthe

KinkiandChngokuregionsofwesternJapan.4

TheMWz"-system
Oneofthefirst researchers toexamine the

加"αz"wasthefblkloristNakayamaTar6中山太郎

(1876-1947),whopromotedahistorical approach
withinfblklore studies ofthe time｡ Inhis article

66Miyazanokenkyn''ofl924,Nakayamadefinesthe

加砂azqasanorganizationamongtheshrineparishioners

(〃j肋氏子)5thatgrantedprivilegesdifferentfifomthe

3Thereareseveralvariationsinwriting:当屋。祷屋・塔屋
(Kuraishi, .GTOya,"p.225).

4Manynamescanbefbundfbrthe〃"αzq;thesuffix6ezq''座
canmainlybeseenintheKinkiandChngokuregionsandin
Kyushu.Whereastheterm@"'' indicatessomeguild-like
groupintheearlybeginnings, theconnotationshifiedtoa
simple"seat"at the shrine in latter times (Hagiwara,
GGMiyaza,"pp｡694-95).

5町放oareshrineparishionersbyvirmeoftheirresidencein
thecommunityundertheprotectionofthelocalShintodeity
("jgα〃氏神). The"ﾙO-systemdevelopedgradually
throughoutJapanesehistory.BytheEdoperiodallfamilies
ofacertaingeographicalareawereconsideredthe叩放oof

thelocalshrine,andtheMeijigovernmentinstitutionalized
itthroughkeepingacensusofthepopulation・Thiswas

abolishedafterWorldWarll(JIE1993,@GUjiko,"p.1646).
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restofthe"j肋aimingtomanagetheshrineandits

festivals.Hefilrtherpointsoutthatthe碗〃αzqderives

fiPomthebeliefinalocalmtelarydeity(〃卿〃氏神)6

ofavillage,a伽nilyclan,orgeographicareainancient

Japan(Nakayama,"Miyazanokenkyn,"pp.3-4).

ThefblkloristandhistorianHagiwaraTatsuo萩

原竜夫(also龍夫, 1916-1985) agreeswiththis
definitionandaddsthatthe〃〃αzqoriginatedinthe

fifieenthcemury,andsoughttopreventoutsidersfifom

gainingauthorityoverexpandingfestivals.Likewise,

theroleofthe/ワ"加頭人wasestablishedtosecurea

stablefestivalorganisationsystem｡The応"加isnotonly

anassistant,bmcancarryout,fbrexample,theroleof

theshrinepriestatthetimeofthefestival.Theroleof

therぴ"加rotatesamongthemembersofthe"〃αzα・Due

totheincreasingnumberofprofessionalshrinepriests

since theMejiRestoration, the〃"αzq-systemhas

6Theclan("j氏) systemdeclinedinthethirteenthto
sixteenthcenmries,andtheterm"jgq"cametorefer,asit
stilldoes today, tothe localdeitywhoprotectsall the
inhabitantsofaregion(JIE1993%GUjigami,"p. 1645).
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declinedover the last twocenmries. Some腕〃αza

disposedoffieldsorwoodlandwhichtheyadministered.

Ifanewsocialstratumemergedinavillage,the碗〃αza

begantohavedifficultymaintainingtheirrestricted

organisationandfinallycollapsed.Overthecemuries,

many〃"αzqmanaged to re-establishandadiust

themselves to the social conditions. The state of

develOpmemandmaintenanceofthe加砂az"depended

onthestateofthevillage inquestion, sothatthey

showedmanifbld fbrms throughout the country

(Hagiwara4cMiyaza,"pp､694-95).

Inthe l930s, thehistorical fblkloristHigo

Kazuo肥後和男(1899-1981)contributedfirstcase

studiesonthe〃〃αzQoftheKinkiregioninwestcemral

Honsm, definingthe加〃αzqasanorganizationfbr

worshippingashrine incommunities, especiallyin

villages.He imroducedhis concept ofthe closed

6Gprivilegedcouncils,''or"6"zα株座, thatdominated

villageaffairsandceremonies, andtheopen@Gvillage

councils,''or"'"qzα村座,whichpermittedallhnilies

totakepartinthem(Higol938,pp｡16-57;Furushima,
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GGThevillageandagriculmreduringtheEdoperiod,''p｡

488)．

KuraishiTadahiko倉石忠彦(1939-)notesthat

the加〃αzqisacouncilofeldersmainlyfbrmedbymen,

buttherearealsoafewexamplesofwomen's〃〃αzα・

Ontheotherhand, anorganisationofyoungpeople

exists insomeplaces,whichiscommonlyknownas

wa肋s〃若衆. Sometimestheoldestpersonofthe

加"αzqtakesovertheroleoftheshrinepriest(肋"""shj

神主), andsometimestheroleisrotatedeveryyear

amongthemembers.Asarule, oneshrinehasone

卿〃αzq,butsomevillageshavemorethanoneduetothe

influxofnewhnilies・Openvillagesocietiesusually

organisethemselvesasa"J"qzqsothat thewhole

villageisinvolvedinthemanagementofthefestival

(Kuraishi,"Miyaza,"p.490)｡

ThehistorianandfblkloristFukUtaAjio福田ア

ジオ(1941-)introduceshisideaofa"6α"”番village

anda"s/j"''衆village: regions thatattachgreat
importancetothe伽nilyandthehousearecalled加〃
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(e.g.KamOandT6kai),whereasregionsthatconsider

thewholevillageandtheirindividualsasimportantare

calleds"(e.g.KinkiandHokuriku).As"granted

with privileges takes on the responsibility fbr

communitymattersorfestivals.Hestressesthats"is

anassemblyofindividualsderivingfifomfamilies,

whoseranksarebasedonageorthepointoftimeof

enteringthes"(Fukuta,"Miyaza,"pp.620-22; ibid.,

"Miyazanoigitosonrakuruikei-ron,"p. 15).

T舵7脚α-system

Stronglyconnectedtothe〃〃αzq-systemisthe

conceptofthejqyq.7The/qyq-systemcanbeseenall

aroundJapan; it isespeciallywidespreadinwestern

Japan.IntheKinkiregion,itisofienpartofthe〃〃αzα、

7Thetenn""datesbacktothemedievalperiod,mentioned
inl430 inthecollectionofcommentsontheclassical

theatricalartofsc"wga肋,latercallednoh,S""ga加伽"gi

猿楽談義,bytheactor,playwrightandcriticZeami(1363-
1443)(NKD2001,"TOya,"p｡1055).Omoteinterpretsthis
tennasadescriptionfbrthemanagerofthes""gα〃troupe

(Omotel994,p.108).DePoortertranslates/d)ﾉαas66head''

andannotateJ6themonkswhowereinchargeoforganising
the festival" (DePoorter 2002, pp. 131, 233). It is
disputablewhether/dyqweremonks.
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Fukmapoimsoutthatthe〃〃αzqusuallyincludesa

加α‐system, butnot every伽a-systemreqUires a

加"αzq(Fukuta, "Miyaza,"pp｡ 620-22)｡ The /のa-

systemisasystemfbrburdensharinginthecarryingom

ofafestival, involvingrotationamongacertaingroup,

suchasa伽nily,acouncilofdistinguishedfamiliesor

eventhewholevillage｡Higostatesthattherのahadto

preparethesacredsa舵andfbodfbrthedeity,usuallyat

theirownexpense,andtosupplyfbodandmensilsfbr

thepublicfeastofthemembers.Thisofficewastaken

inorderofageortheimportanceofthehouse,andwas

consideredthegreatestdutyandofthehighesthonour;

buttheexpenseswerehardtobear(Engl｡transl｡ofHigo

1938,p､6;Kuraishi4GT6ya,''p､225;Sekiya,G6T6ya,''p.

193).

Theroleofthe伽aisusuallyrestrictedtomen

andhereditary. Ifthereisnospecializedpriestinthe

village,the"肋takeresponsibilityfbrcarryingoutthe

festival. The individual (orhouse)who takes ille

leadershipandoffersalodgingplacefbrthedeityis

called"α・The伽acanbechosenbylot,accordingto
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alist,orinsimilarfashion. SekiyaRune関谷龍子

states that theorderofrotationofthe/qyqrole is

generallybasedonage,hnilyrank,atraditionalorder,

orbydrawinglots,andissometimesfixedbefbrehand.

Thetennofofficeisgenerallyoneyear,andattheenda

hand-overceremonyofientakesplace.Theroleofthe

/のacanbefillfilledatdifferemages,alwaysindicating

recognitionasafilll-nedgedadult.Therefbre,takingon

theroleofthe/のaiSanimportamriteofpassagein

acknowledgmemasafilllmemberofthevillage. Ina

broadermeaning, the伽a-systemprovides equal

burdensharingamOngallvillagers(Sekiya, @GT6ya,"pp.

193-94;Kmaishi,"TOya,"p.225).

Toprotecttherd)ﾉafromritualpollution,hehas

topurifj/himselfbyavoidinganexposuretodeath,

eatingmeat,andsexualimercourseduringtheperiodof

thefestival・Ifa伽nilymemberdiesduringtheperiod

ofoffice,the/のαrolehastobetakenonbysomeone

else.Theentranceofthehouseofthe/dy"isdecorated

withbambooanda sacredbraided strawfestoon

(s力加e"αwα注連縄), brushwood, or abanner,
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indicatingtheplacewherethedeitydescends・ The

festival roomis rituallypurifiedanddecoratedfbr

examplewithawandwithpaperorclothstreamers

(gOhej御幣),andahangingscroll(Sekiya,"TOya,"卯．

193-94)．

Sekiyaaddsthatthefirstcharacteroftheword

〃α,応頭,historicallymeans6Gmanager,'' ｡6headman,''

or6Gleader.''Varioustennsevolvedinthecourseoftime,

suchasrdya加頭役,/ワ"加頭人,Or〃α頭屋.During

theEdoperiod,thefbcusshifiedtorotationinthe/qyq-

system,sothecharacterfbr66takingchargeofsomething''

(Sino-Chinese-reading:施当) iscommonlyused｡Not

onlycannumeroustermsbefbundfbrtheheadmanof

thefestival,butalsoadiverserangeofobligations:fifom

theheavydutyofthemanagementofthewholefestival

topreparations limitedto theappoimedday. This

phenomenonwasexaminedbyHaradaToshiaki原田敏

明(1893-1983),whostatedthat the〃aperfbrms

religiousservicesfbrthe〃卿〃asarepresemativeof

theshrineparishioners.Therdyqusedtobeendowed

withtheamhorityofadeityhimself;butwiththe
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emergenceofprofessional shrinepriests intheEdo

period,andthegrowingcomplexityofthefestivalsand

ceremonieS,the/d)/qwasrelegatedtoasupportiverole,

assistingtheshrinepriestintakingcareofpreparations

(Sekiya,"T6ya,"p. 193).

Gam6Masao蒲生正男(1927-1981)fbcuseS

ontheexecmionoftheshrinefestivalwhenhespeaksof

thismodelasa/qyq-systemvillage. Inatraditional

Japanesevillagetherearemainlytwoideologies:0neis

thefamilybOnd("zok"-sej同族制),andtheotheris

thesenioritysystem("e"re/""ej-sej年齢階梯制)．

However,amajorityofvillageslackboth.Villagesof

thisnaturehavea伽α-system(伽α-脚頭屋制).The

characteristicsofthisr砂a-systemaretheequalburden

sharingoftherolesamongeveryhouseholdfbrfestivals,

fimerals, and other public evems・ It aims at

administering festivals andreligious services. This

systemdevelopedonthebasisofautalkicandstable

agriculmre,andisofienseeninoldvillagesoftheKinki

andChngokuregions(Gam61979,p.43).
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猟e""-System"ixxYamaguchi

ThesponsoroftheherondanceinYamaguchiis

called/d)ﾉα.Theherondancehasbeentransmittedby

craftsmenfifomthedistrictD6nomae-machi堂の前町

inYamaguchicity, locatedclosetothecastleofthe

OuChi・Thecenterofreligiousfaithinthisdistrictisthe

templeManpukUji万福寺,whichhas ablaCk

bodhisattva(KmQjiz6黒地蔵)asitsobjectofworship.8

Inmedievaltimes, ironworkerswhomadeswordsthat

were伽nousintheregioninhabitedthisdistrict・Later,

manycrafismenwereassembledinthisdistrict:makers

ofgaashoes, towels,and/"α〃mats,plasterersand

woodworkers(肋加αg"c"-s"s",vol､6,p.457).

Originally, therites connectedtotheheron

dancewereconductedinthehouseofthe伽α.Therole

ofthe/dyqwashereditaly,but ifdescendantswere

lacking,therolewaspassedontowhoeverlivedinthe

house・Inthepast,the伽a-thencalledsqg"6"加鶯頭

81tissaidthattheherondancewasintroducedtoYamaguchi
廿omMibu壬生inKyoto,wherethesamebodhisattvais
worshipped(YtJ〃αg"c"-s/"sﾙﾉ,Vol.6,p.469).
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人－－-wasnot idemicalwiththedanceperfbrmers

(ytM〃αg"c"-s〃加疏,vol.6,p.473).Historicalrecords

provideaninsight imo the fbrmer町a-systemin

Yamaguchi.

Theoldestsourceofaherondanceperfbrmance

asapartoftheGionfestival inYamaguchi,Gjo"

加α加e"〃"""刀加z"〃o肋/O祇園毎年順勤人数之事of

1583, recordsninegroupswithabomseventonine

members,whowereinchargeofthefestival inyearly

rotation.9Thesourcegivestheterm応"加頭人fbrthe

headofeachgroup; thisistheprecursorofthe〃α・lo

ThesourcealreadyliststhenameTsumori津守．

ThesourceS"び〃o〃"j肋加αg"c"Gjo"-esqg/

"oik加刀周防国山口祇園会鶯之一巻(abbr.StJgi"o

jﾙ肋")ofl714providessomedetailsofthepreparatory

9WrittenbyatownsmanofOichi inYamaguchi, called
YokoyaYajir6Masanobu横屋弥次郎昌信inthesixth
monthofl583.Theoriginal sourceis storedat the
YamaguchiPrefecmralArchives,TagaShrineCollection
(rtMgns〃α伽"肋多賀社文庫).Atypographicalreprintcan
befbundinStJgj"o碗αj,YamaguchiKyOikulinkai l981,
pp. 17-21.

loReferto肋加αg"chj-s"s",vol､6,p.473.
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eventsconductedbythe応"加｡''Ameetingisheldinthe

thirdmonth, andthe応"加arerequestedtopurify

themselvesthroughtheperiodofthefestival.The応"加

payavisittotheteahouseonthefirstdayofthefifih

momh・Agatheringoftheparticipamsoftheheron

danceisheldonthesixthdayofthesixthmonthatthe

houseofthe応"加.Ninedecorativehalberds(脱おα加肋

笠鉾)areprovidedbythe/グ"加ofthenextyear.The

remunerationoftheherondanceperfbnners, andthe

ninecarriersofthe"sα加肋isprovidedbythe応"加

dependingonthe sizeofhishouse・ Thecostsof

repairingthefeathersoftheheroncosmmearecovered

bythe応"加ofthatyear.Thesourcefilrtherreportsthat

inthebeginningoftheKeich6慶長era(159fl615),

theresponsibilityoftheherondanceshifiedfifomOichi

大市toD6nomae-machi・ Fromthat timeon, fbur

'!CompiledbytheYamaguchitownsmanYokoya(Nanba)
RokuemonYoshinori横屋（難波）六右衛門栄徳.The
recordservedasamanualfbrtheherondanceintheEdo

period.Ittransmitscustomsandtraditionsconnectedtothe
perfbnnance.Atypographical reprint isavailable inthe
volumeSbg/"o脚α/,YamaguchiKyOikulinkai l981,pp.
45－57．
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groupswithabomninetotenpeoplewereinchargeof

theherondancedependingonthesizeofthe応"加9S

house・Theheadofthesegroupswasalsocalledsqgj

応"加androtatedeveryyear｡'2Somewhatlater,inl784,

aninscriptiononthelidofthecostumestoragebox

(replacedin l898) records that fburhnilies fifom

D6nomae-machicarriedouttheroleofthe/5"加.From

this, itcanbestatedthatthenumberoffbur応"加was

establishedatthispoint.

TheStMg〃αj肋o伽鶯舞記録ofl924records

theinvemoryoftheherondanceperfbrmance, listing

theprops,thecostumes,theinstruments,andtheorder

ofthe/dyq.'3Whereastheprecedingsourcesusethe

termsqg〃5"加,theStMgj〃γo"usestheterms〃α当

屋and肋"応本頭,indicatingthepersoninchargeof

thatparticularyear(yn碗αg"c"-s"s",vol.6,p.467).

'2RefertoMomota,"Ouchibunkanoynganaisan,"p.270.
'3AtypographicalreprintoftheStJg伽ajk加加ofl924is

provided in the compilationofhistorical sources on
Yamaguchi,肋加αg"c"-s"s", vol. 6, bythecityof
Yamaguchiin2015.
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Atpresem, the/dyqisthe"manager'' ofthe

festivalandt加sfillfilstheimportamroleofrecruiting,

gatheringandsupervisingthepeople involved・He

filrtherhas tomeetmiscellaneous duties, suchas

organisingtheschedulefbrmeetingsandtraining｡ Itis

alwaysdifficulttofindsomeonewhoiswillingtotake

overtheroleofthe〃αfbrthatyearowingtotheir

busywoIk.Onthedayofthefestival, the/dyqhasto

offerabranchofthesacred""kitreedecoratedwith

zigzagpaperstreamers(s"伽紙垂)called〃〃αg"shj

玉串infipontofthethreeportableshrinesandthus

worshipsthegodsprayingfbrgoodluckandhealthfbr

thepeople.Afierthat, theherondanceisperfbrmed.

Resultingfifomduplicationoftheroleofthe呵ﾉaand

theheronperfbrmer, certainceremoniestraditionally

conductedbythe〃αcannotbecarriedoutanymore.'4

'4PersonalcommunicationwithYamaguchiMasao山口正則
inJuly2016and2017.
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I

霧鶴

が鐸畠二

F募竃騨武壊耀

：篭篭

灘

~

F逆･I""Z･･""myZYmag"c施倣r'ん鰍盟加加”肋〃ムy幼e
a""Ioz: eﾉ"Iv""a

The伽arotatesyearlyamongfburhouses;one

housetakesovertheroleoftherdyq,supportedbythe

remainingthreehousesandthepreservationcommittee.

Hence,thegroupsthatsupporttheir〃αmentionedin

thehistoricalsourcesdonotexistanymore｡Interestingly,

onlythenameTsumori'5appearsfiFomthefirstrecord

'5AccordingtotheintemetsearchengineMQ/""αMα,the
nameTsumori津守 is common inYamaguchi. The
approximatenumberofJapanesecitizenswiththisnameis
2,300.
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(Gjo刀加α加e"/""""〃加z""o肋加,1583)onineachof

thesourcesexaminedabove.TheTsumorifamilywasin

chargeas町auntilrecent.'6Assumingthattherewas

nointerruptionoftransmissionwithinthe伽nily, the

Tsumoriswereconductingtheroleofthe伽afbrmore

thanabout430years.

The iqyqrole cannot be allocated in the

traditionalwayanymore,whichimpliesatransmission

amongonehousehold,bmnewmembershavetobe

acquiredwhoarewillingtotakeovertheresponsibility

ofthe/d)/q.AlthoughconflictingwiththetraditiOn,

majorchangeshaveoccurredinthelasttwentytothirty

years.Threeofthe伽nilieshaveretiredandthreenew

勿ahave beenappoimed. Althoughwomenare

traditionallyexcludedfifomtheseroles,oneofthemisa

woman.Thedescendamsofrdyqfamiliesnowadays

alsoperfbrmtheherondance.

Accordingtoinfbnnationgainedinaninterview

withYamaguchiMasanoriinJuly2016,manyoftheold

16Referto肋加αg"c〃s"s",vol.6,p.461
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members of theherondanceperfbrmance prefer

candidatesfbrthe呵ﾉawhohavelivedinYamaguchi

fbralongtimeoveryoungpeopleorthosewhoonly

havemovedtoYamaguchirecently. Inthepast,only

peoplewholivedalongthemainstreetcouldbecome

jのα,sothatatthetimeofthefestivalumbrellascould

bedisplayedinfifontoftheirhouses.

Originally, the heron dance startedwith

bringingthepropshomtheYasakashrinetothetemple

ManpukUji｡The preparatory evems used to be

conductedat the伽α'shouse, but thevenuewas

changedtothetemple,wherethepropsarenowstored

aswell.Therefbre,ceremoniesarenolongerheldinthe

houseofthe/qycM.Ascroll(加吻j肋掛け軸)usedtObe

hungandricewineofferedfbroneyearinthe/dyq's

houseuntil2007.Atpresent, thehangingscroll, the

cosmmeoftheheronsandthepropsaredisplayedatthe

temple.A"sα加肋isdisplayedinfiontofthehouseof

the/dyQofthatyear(肋加αg"c"-s"'W,vol.6,p.460;

personalcommunicationwithYamaguchiMasaoinJuly

2016and2017).
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恥e巧)ﾉa-syStem耐TsuwanO

Duringthesixteemhcentury,onlyoneperson

tookovertheroleofthe〃αinTsuwano: theheadof

theHori堀family｡The/qyq-systemwasestablished

whentheherondancewasreintroducedfifomKyototo

Tsuwano inthemiddleofthe seventeemhcemury

(Kuwabara,"Sagimainitsuite,"p.51).17

According to the local historianOkimoto

Tsunekichi沖本常吉(1902-1991),HoriKurObei堀九

郎兵衛ofHonmachi本町,NakanochO中ノ丁,wasthe

headofthe""-systeminTsuwano,asrecordedinthe

T百yqzo加頭屋族ofl677.Okimotoprovidesalistof

twenty-sixnamesofmenfiPomNakanochOwhowere

partofthe/d)/q-system.Thepeopleinthecitywere

expectedtoassist,andwerelatercalled""肋組子.If

theHori familywas indisposed, other influemial

familiesfifomNakanochOtookovertheroleofthe〃α、

'7KatOstatesthattheherondancewasrevivedbytherd)ﾉα‐
systeminl644andhasbeentransmittedtothepresentday,
basedonanentryofthe肋紬o〃由緒記ofl847(KatO,
"SagimaikO,''p｡49).Thesourceislostandtherefbrenot
verifiable.
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InthisWay,the伽α〕ﾉash施頭屋屋敷systemcameimo

being,aimingtoshareandlimittheburdenamongthe

influential伽nilies.Thus,theroleofthe〃αcameto

rotatebetweeninfluentialfamilies｡Thefimctionofthe

伽awasconnectedtothehouse,nottotheindividual,

soanyonewholivedinthe/dyqresidence,wherethe

associatedceremonieswereheld,wasobligedtocarry

omthefestivalandtakeresponsibilityfbrtheevent

(Okimotol989,pp､446-48,458-60).

Onlyfewofreprintsofsourcesthatprovide

insightsimotherdy"-systeminTsuwanosurvivetothe

presentday.Subsequenttotherayqzo"ofl677,a

source of l775 1ists the names of the肋加放o

prticipatinginthefestivalintheAn'ei安永era(1772-

1781).Althoughtheoriginalwaslostinrecemyears,a

typographicalreprimisprovidedbyOkimoto.Whereas

mostofthe加加j肋camefifomthedistrictsofHonmachi

本町,inllabitantsofotherdistricts,suchaslmaichi今市

andYorozumachi万町,werealsoinvoIvedas伽伽肋．

Theirnumbercountedtwemy-two(Okimotol989,pp.

460-62)．
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AnothersourceistheZbyqk"o加頭屋記録of

1847,whichlistseleven〃αhouses一begimingwith

theHori伽nily-andthenumberof加加肋thatbelong

toeachhouse.'8Thisnumberrangesfromtwemyto

thirty-two｡Thetotalnumberof加棚肋is293(Okimoto

1989,pp.462-66).

FromthemiddleoftheEdoperiod, twelve

houses inthetowncentercarriedout theduties in

rotation・ Therestofthepeople livingtherewere
affiliatedas加加jkOwithoneofthetwelvehouses.

KuwabaraandKat6statethattheirnumberwasabom

thirtytofbrtypeople.Theirtaskwastohelpthe〃α

withthefestival.Thisrelationship, similartothatof

landlordandtenam,becameuntenableinl872,when

thefbudalgovemmentwasabolished.Theoriginal伽α‐

systemitselfcollapsedintheTaishO大正era(1912-

1926).Thissystemwastooheavyaburdenfbrthe

'8HondaandYamajigivethetitleGjo"s〃α〃α"α肋加加jko
sﾜﾉ伽6e""-cM祇園社頭屋中組子惣人別帳｡Theystate
thatthereare294ordinaryfamiliesthatareallocatedin
groupsoftwentytothirtyfamiliestoone〃αhouse(Honda

andYamajil974,p. 18).
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workingpeopleofTsuwano; itwaschangedinthe

ShOwa昭和era(1926-1989)sothatrepresemativesof

theparishioners(城肋sﾜ伽j氏子総代)oftheYasaka

shrinedrewlots todetenninethe/dy"(Hondaand

Yamaji l974, p. 18;Kat6, "Sagimai k6,"p. 50;

Kuwabara, "Sagimai ni tsuite,"pp. 51-52et al.).

However, theynolongerdrawlotsatpresent.Today,

the role is generally rotated among fifteen

representativesofthe"jkowhoeitherliveorworkin

theTsuwanotowncemerandusuallyfUlfilanimportant

rolewithinthetown. '9New/dyqarerecruitedon
recommendation.Theirorderisdiscussedanddecided

inameeting.Atpresem,onepositionisvacantsoonly

fburteenpeopleareinvolvedinfestivalas町α.Oneof

thepresentmemberswaschosenassぴぬjandfilture

rのafbrtheyear2019despitethefactthathedoesnot

liveinUshiroda. Still,heworks inUshiroda, sothe

precedingsﾜ伽jregardedhimassuitable.The/d)ﾉais

usuallynotinvolvedintheherondanceperfbrmance.

'9 This systemwas established in l962. Personal
communicationwiththelocalhistorianYamaokaKdji山岡
浩二,November2014.
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Theydonothaveanypurificationritesbefbre tile

festival.Usuallymencarryouttheroleofthe/のα，

蕊
遜蕊識蕊驚溌議蕊溌熱…

雑

議灘蕊灘繍溺
wa"o."Io""ke"6v"le罰亙妨α：F噂“窓2．，通Vam7I3"wa"o

EJ"ﾉV2"2

InTsuwano,theYasakashrineoffersprotection

asanz4/jgq"shrineonlyfbrthel50伽nilieslivingin

Ushiroda.20It issaidthatmembersoftheKuwabara

20Accordingtolocal infbnnants, thereisnoofficialnumber
ofthe"koowingtothefactthattheYasakashrineisa
s"ke〃〃α崇敬神社.Bockingstatesthatcs"たe杣α，崇敬者
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familyhave servedasprofessional priests fbr the

Yasaka shrine fbr the last fbur hundredyears.

Nowadays, thegrandsonofthepreviouspriestess

KuwabaraFumiko桑原典子,KuwabaraHideyuki桑原

秀幸,isinchargeofthisrole.

Inthepast,thepreparatoryeventsfbrtheGion

festivalstartedinthefirstmomhandwereheldumilthe

sixthmomhoTheywereorganisedbythe〃αandhis

helpers,thek""肋.The加加j肋offeredfbod,collected

donations,preparedthepropsandthecostumes, and

tookchargeofthecommunicationbetweenthe/qyqand

theherondancers.Meetingsandceremonieswereheld

atthe/dyq'splace,whichwaspurifiedanddecorated

withas力加e"αwqandthirteenk"α加肋．AShimo

priest conductedthe ceremonies. The townspeople

gatheredintheroomwiththealcove(加肋"o〃α床の

appearstohavemeantonlyworshippersoutsidethe城加

areauntiltheSecondWorldWar・InmodernurbanJapan,
increasingmobilityandrebuildingofareashascausedan
elimination of clear borders of Shinto &parishes.'
Consequently, someparishionersattendandsupportother
shrinesthanthosetheytechnicallybelongto(Bocking2005,
p｡141)｡
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")wherethecostumeoftheheronswasdisplayed

(Okimotol989,pp.450-57;HondaandYamajil974,p

19).

Extensiveceremonieswereassociatedwiththe

roleofthe/qyqinthepast.Notonlydidtheyemailhigh

financialcosts,bmalsoalotofwork; thelatteralso

appliestothe加加加AfiertheMejiperiod,manyof

theceremoniesandcustomsweresimplified.Someof

themweresustaineduntilaboutl965,fbrexamplethe

fbodserved, includingthesaltedmackerel.However,

sincetheceremoniesareconductedatthecommunity

centernowadays,theyhavelostmuchoftheiroriginal

atmosphere(HondaandYamajil974,p.20).

Tolightentheburdenofthe〃α, associated

ceremoniesarenolongerheldatprivateresidences,but

atthecommunitycenterinTsuwano.The〃α,however,

hastofillfil several tasks inasupportiveroletothe

Yasakashrine inTsuwanoduringtheyear, suchas

scatteringdriedbeanstodriveo砿evilspiritsoneday

befbrethebeginningofspring(s伽"伽〃節分).With
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regardtotheGionfestivalandtheherondanceinJuly,

therdyqareobligedtotakepartinseveralpreparatory
events､21

June30:Thefirstimportantdayofdutyas/qyqis

onJune30,whengreetingsareextendedbythe岬α

Preparationsareheldattheshrineoffice,short

speechesaregivenbythechiefofthesび伽j,the

chiefofthepreservationcommittee,thechiefofthe

herondancers(Mgj-g"〃加鶯頭)andthe〃α、

Julyl5:The伽aandtheherondancersdecorate

thebigzelkovatreewithash伽e"αwα・Inthe

evening,consultationsontheceremonyareheld

Julyl9:Analtar("j伽"祭壇)isinstalledatthe

伽α'shouse(nowadaysthecommunitycemer),on

whichtheherondancecosmmesareplaced.Abouta

dozenmsα加肋areerectedinfiPomofthe

●

●

●

2'Thefbllowinginfbrmationistaken廿omthepamphleton
theherondanceStMg"qjpublishedbythepreservation
committee in2003, theDVDYZJsα肋ノ”α・・ St魑加αj

価γo伽-〃e"ﾉ弥栄神社:鶯舞（記録編) ,producedbythe
CenterfbrAncientCulture,EducationBureauofShimane
Prefecmre(肋加α"e-he"b"此"c"kocM伽"肋se"耐島根
県教育庁古代文化センター)in2002,andfieldresearch.
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communitycemer.Intheevening,aceremonyis

heldattheshrinefbrthes6cM.

Atnight July l9-20:Around2:00am, aman

beatingadrumwalksthroughthecitytoinfbrmits

residentsabOutthefestival(/i"e"j肋触れ太鼓).

Thetextofhismessage,"Cometothe/qyq'shouse,

let'sbeatthedrum"(〃αegq/are,んγe伽j肋o

伽α肋Sルク頭屋へご座れ、触れ太鼓をたたかし

よう), indicatesthat itwasoriginallyacall fbr

participamstogatheratthe町α'shouse.

July20:Aceremonycenteringontheshrinepriest

takesplaceonthefirstdayofthefestivalfiPom

10:30aminsideYasakashrine,inwhichsomeof

thesﾜ伽jtakepart.Forthe伽αandthe〃αj肋加

呵aparticipationatthiseventismandatory.Onthe

dayofthetransfer(/og)ﾉo渡御)ofthedeityfiPom

theshrinetothetemporarylodgingoftheportable

shrines(o/α肋加お旅所),the〃αandhisguards

gototheombis/iO,wherethedancersarewaiting.

Tworequestsfbrthemtodancearerefilsed;the

thirdtime,thedancerswalkhalfwaytothe

●

●
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communitycemer,wheretheyaremet,andagreeto

dance.At2:00pm,everyoneinvolvedinthe

perfbrmancegathersatthecommunitycemer,

wheretheytakeseatsinastipulatedorder.The

herondancers,fbrmerlyoflowstrataofthesocial

order,areseatedatthehead(伽〃zα上座),inhont

ofthealtarwherethecostumesandofferingsare

beingsanctified.The町asitsattheoppositeendof

thetableandreadsouthisgfeetings.Afierthat,

saltedmackerel(s"ﾙ加加刺し鯖)andsacredrice

wine(o〃〃お神酒)areserved.The町αofthe

yearasksthedancerstoperfbnn.

July26:Theceremonyfbrthenext〃α(碗αj肋加

呵α舞込み頭屋)isheld.Theparishioners("伽),

represemativesoftheparishioners("jkos5"j)and

thepriestofYasakashrinegatherattheo"6Moto

handtheroleofthepresem伽atothatofthe

fbllowingyear.

July27:Theretum(肋"gyo還御)startsagainfiFom

thecommunitycemer;theherondancersproceedto

theom6な肋.Attheend,thepresentrqy"handsover

●

●
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hishattothe碗αj肋加呵α.Thelatterleadsthe

herondancers to the町α'shouse (community

center),wheretheygivetheirlastperfbnnance.

Conclusioxl

Inbothplaces,YamaguchiandTsuwano, the

roleofthe〃αwashereditaryandconnectedtothe

houseratherthantheindividual;however,itisnolonger

hereditary.Ceremoniesassociatedwiththeherondance

perfbnnancewereconductedinthehouseofthe伽α・

Nowadays,inTsuwanothecommunitycemerisusedto

displayassociateddecorationand to conductthe

ceremonies・ InYamaguchi, the templeManpukUji
fillfilsthisfimction.

Regardingpreparatoryeventsheldbythe〃α

asdescribedinthe肋ク〃o肋"j肋加qg"c"Gjo"-esqgj

"oj肱α〃ofl714,itcanbestatedthatthenumberof

taskscarriedombytherd)ﾉaatpresemhasdecreased

significantly inbothplaces.Yet the〃αhas to

dischargehisdutiesasarepresemativeoftheYasaka

shrine, suchasdrivingoutevil spiritsonseな"伽"，
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makingash〃e"αwq, andorganisingmeetingsand

trainingswiththeperfbnners・ ItseemSthatTsuwano

hasagreaternumberoftasksfillfilledbythe/qyq: fbr

example,thereisnohandingoverofthe伽ahattothe

"αj肋”/のainYamaguchi.

Inbothplaces,the/qyqgro叩usuallyonly

comprisesmen.However,duetodramaticchangesin

thesocialstructure,theyarebeingfbrcedtoletwomen

participatepennanentlyintheirtradition,ascanbeseen

inYamaguchi. InTsuwano, the伽aarestillmainly

men.Womenonlyparticipateiftheyarereplacingtheir

recemlydeceasedhusbandfbrashorttime.Although

thepreservationcommitteeheadsinbothplacesstress

thattheygenerallywelcomenewmembersevenfrom

outsidetheusualpoolofacquisition,fbrexamplefrom

neighbouringtowns,thereareasyetnoexamplesofthat

case.The/qyqcandidatesaresﾜ伽joftheYasakashrine.

Thetraditionalnumberoftwelve/qyqhouseshasrisen

to fifieenpeopleatpresent. Thereareno加伽肋

anymore; instead, members of the preservation

committee support theperfbnnance・ Compared to
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Yamaguchi,the/dyqroleisallocatedinastricterway:

usuallyonlyinfluentialandrespectedpersonswholive

orworkinacertainarea,inTsuwanorepresentedbythe

districtofUshiroda,arechosenas/dyq.Oncechosenas

町α,thereisusuallynodoubleappointmemofrolesin

thesameyear(being/dyqandheronperfbrmeratthe

sametime)｡ InYamaguchi,anewmembershouldbe

fiFomtheneighbourhood.

NeitherinYamaguchinOrinTsuwanodoesthe

〃αcarryomtheroleofshrinepriest｡ Inbothplaces

professional shrine priests conduct the necessary
cerelnonles．

AlthoughimervieweesinbothYamaguchiand

Tsuwanosaidthattheyhadneverheardoftheterm

〃〃αzq, someelementsapplytothesystems inboth

places: fbllowing Hagiwara's and Nakayama's

definitionofa脚〃αz",bothplaceshaveagroupwitha

specialfimctionofcarryingoutshrinerimalsamongthe

"jkoofacertainvillagewitha応"加(or伽α).Tocallit

aguildisprobablyanoverstatement.
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Higo'sconceptof"6"zqand"7""zqmightbe

outdatedfbrthepresentsystem.However, itseemsthat

the/のa-systeminthepastshowed"'"qzqelementsfbr

Yamaguchiduetothefactthatthe/dyqrolewasshified

amonganumberof伽nilie&Kq6"zqelementsmaybe

fbundinthe〃a-systeminTsuwanoofthepast,fbrthe

reasonthatonlytheHorifamilyoccupiedthatposition.

It thecourseoftime, it changed intoa"""･cMzq,

invoIvingtwelvehousesandtheirhelpers (〃〃肋).

Nowadays, it ismainlythegroupofthe卿aand

supporters,organisedasapreservationcommittee.

Higo'sstatementthatthe/dyqhadtoprepare

thesacredsa舵andfbodfbrthedeityandsuppliedfbod

andutensilsfbrthepublicfeastattheirownexpense

holdstruefbrthepastinbothYamaguchiandTsuwano.

Nowadays, thefinancialburdenissharedandcovered

bysubsidiesanddonationsfifomtheprefecmre, town,

andcommunity・

The/dyqinYamaguchiaswellasinTsuwano

carriesomtheroleofaheadmanofashrinefestivalor
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ceremonyfbracertainperiodoftime,responsiblefbrits

preparationsandmanagemem. InTsuwano, theyput

emphasisonwriting｡@町α''withtheChinesecharacter

頭22,contrarytoSekiya'sobservationofafbcusshift

towards therotationexpressedbytheusageofthe

character当.Moreover,theroleofthe伽awasrotated

basedon伽nilyrankorlotinthepastinYamaguchi

andTsuwano,bmnowadaysthe伽aisappoimedina

meetingconsideringeveryone'swolkschedule.Ritual

pollutiondoesnotmatterineitheroftheplaces・Yetthe

houseofthe町aisdecorated,originallytoindicatethe

placewherethedeitydescends,asSekiyahasstated.

Further, theherondanceisperfbrmedinfifontofthe

houseof町aofthatyearinbothplaces.

Gam6's fbnnula fbr a /dyq-systemwithout

伽nilybondageorsenioritysystemcanbeappliedtothe

systeminpresemdayYamaguchi andTsuwano,

22Personal communication in July2017withKurisu
Yukimasa栗栖志匡, ceremonialguard(Mgo-g"α警固
方)in2012,headofsecretariatandparishionersand/dyqin
2017．
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becauseitimpliesanequalburdensharingoftheroles

amongeveryhousehold,aimingatundertakingreligious

services andfestivals. CorrespondingwithGam6's

research,bothplacesarelocatedintheChngokuregion.

NeitherinYamaguchinorinTsuwanodotheyhavea

senioritysystem,yeteldersgainrespect.Accordingto

Gam6,along-termeqUalitycanbeseeninthefactthat

thepreservationcommitteerefilsestomakealistof

theirmembers,becauseitcouldimplyarankingwhich

wouldleadtodispute､23Itcanbequestioned,however,

whetheragricultureplaysorplayedanysignificantrole

ineitherplace,asGam6arguesfbrtheimportanceofan

autarkicagricUlmreconnectedtothiskindof〃α‐

system.

Thedefinitionofa加〃αzqasanorganizationof

menwithaspecificqualificationwhoworshiptherural

protectivedeityinacertainruralcommunitycouldbe

23PersonalcommunicationwithYoshinagaYasuo吉永康男，
fbnnerpresidentofthepreservationcommittee, Inomura
Mitsuo井野村光雄, fbrmerherondancer, andKurisu
YukimasainJuly2012.
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appliedtotheorganisationstructureinYamaguchiand

Tsuwanointhepastaswellasthepresem.Neither

FUkuta's6｡加""nor66s"''theorynecessarilyappliesto

Yamaguchi andTsuwano, becausethes加一mainly

fbundinKinki andHokurikuregions-describes a

group with certain privileges taking on the

responsibility fbr communitymatters or festivals｡

Privilegesfbrthemembersthatcarryouttheroleofthe

”αcannotbeobservedinthepresentsystemineither

place,bmtheremayhavebeensomeinthepast,e.g.fbr

theHorihnilyinTsuwano・Fukmafilrtherpointsom

thatthe碗〃αzqusuallyincludesa伽a-system,bmnot

every /dy"-systemrequires a碗〃αzα、 Thepresem

systeminYamaguchiandTsuwanocanbeseenas

represemativeofa伽a-systemwithOuta〃〃αza。
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和文要旨

本論文では、山口と津和野における祇園祭

りの一部として披露される鶯舞の伝承について考

察する。日本の民俗芸能は数多くの伝承制度をみ

せるなか、とくに「宮座」と呼ばれる祭りの執行

に携わる集団と祭祀を輪番で主宰する「頭屋」に

重点をおく。先行研究や歴史的記録及び現地調査

の結果を踏まえた上、山口と津和野でみられる

「頭屋制」を分析し、それが時代とともにどのよ

うに変遷してきたのか、また山口と津和野におけ

る伝承方法の相違点を検討する。
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