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A study of the tunings for the 13-stringed zither so recorded

in the score Ruiso chiyo

Abstract
This is an analytical study of the various tuning systems recorded in
Ruisé chiyo, an early medieval score for the 13-stringed zither sa.

Surviving copies have been compared to select the best text for study.
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Tuning systems given in Scrolls 3 and 4 are studied in comparison with
those given in Fujiwara no Moronaga’s score for 5o, Jinchi yoroku. While
many of the tunings are shared by both scores, Ruiso chiyé includes a
number of unique tunings and methods for obtaining them. These include
“secret tunings” that were lost in the later tradition, tunings suggesting that
the left hand techniques of the instrument may have already been in the
process of being lost, and various experimental tunings that demonstrate
different understandings of modal theory. This variety of tunings suggests
that there was already some confusion with regard to tunings for the

instrument in the early medieval period.
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