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A study on the word ‘kayokyoku’ as used in Japanese newspapers
Huang Yijun
Abstract

Today, the word ‘kayokyoku’ is usually used to signify Japanese
popular songs of the Showa period. As the genre ‘enka & kayokyoku,” as
distinct from ‘Japanese Pop,” became established from the early Heisei
period, new kayokyoku are now those songs thought to be similar to the
songs created in the Showa period for Japanese ‘adults.’

This article analyses usage of the word ‘kayokyoku’ in Mainichi
Shimbun newspapers from the 1950s to the first half of the 1990s, in order
to confirm whether or not kayokyoku songs were distinguished from
Western-style popular songs.

The conclusions of this article are as follows. The definition of
kayokyoku has never been determined at any time. In some cases, the word
‘kayokyoku’ means ‘popular songs’ influenced by modern Western-style
popular songs, both of Japan and other countries. However, it has also
been used to mean songs with more or less ‘Japanese’ features.
Furthermore, kayokyoku is not the only vague song genre name in Japan.
New genre names are always being created by Japanese journalists, and

some of them, like ‘kayokyoku,’ have merely become common.
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