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Socio-Cultural Study of National Parks Which Face Deforestation from Palm Oil
Development in Indonesia
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The national parks and nature reserve areas of Indonesia have been facing a
critical point due to the increase of illegal squatters who want to produce oil palm fresh bunches.
Kerinci-Seblat National Park, which is located among the borders of four provinces of Sumatra and
has 1.38 million hectares, is said that 10-20 percent of the park has been occupied by those
squatters. Those squatters usually are agencies of regent governors who were empowered by regional
autonomy after 1998 when Suharto resigned and Reform Era started. The moment of decision came to
expe= those squatters by power, or to authorize their existence, or to look for another way of
resolution.
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