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Determinants influencing attendance at professional soccer events:
Examining an explanatory model between 2000 and 2003

g BV, HHEEEY, kY, AR

Makoto Nakazawa, Masayuki Yoshida, Yuhei Inoue, Satoshi Iwamura

[EF]

In this study, we develop an explanatory model that specifies how (1) demographic, (2) team-related,
(3) management-related, (4) market-related, (5) weather-related, (6) schedule-related, and (7) external
variables influence attendance at Japan Professional Football League (J League) games in the periods
before and after the 2002 FIFA World Cup held in South Korea and Japan. Using micro-level (game-
based) panel data between 2000 and 2003, we found that television coverage, stadium capacity, new/
renovated stadiums, games at World Cup venues, weekend games, and player payrolls had positive
effects on attendance, while rain had a negative impact. Furthermore, an examination of the proposed
regression model in each year indicated that the effects of new/renovated stadiums, games at World
Cup venues, and stadium capacity on attendance increased after the 2002 World Cup. The proposed
regression model and results reinforce the importance of the FIFA World Cup and new/renovated
stadiums and add new insights on the dynamic relationship between the FIFA World Cup and

attendance of a domestic professional football league.
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