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“History of Hosei University” in Pre-War : From the Meiji 30's to the End of the War

Tatsuro Komata

Abstract

In this article, the author listed a range of materials on the history of Hosei University in pre-war. The
oldest materials describing the history of the University are those written during the Meiji 30’s. These
include a speech on the brief history of the University made by Masaakira Tomii, president of Wafutsu
Horitsu Gakko (School of Japanese and French Law) and published in Hogaku Shirin. The brief history
stated that the University was originally founded in 1879, which continued to be widely believed until
the year was corrected in the publication on Hosei University’s 80-year history, created in the latter half
of the 1950s and published in 1961.

In 1909, the first publication on Hosei University’s history was issued as part of the project to celebrate
the 30th anniversary of its founding, with Saburo Ishihara and other staff from the University serving as
its editors. It became one of the most prominent representative publications on the pre-war history of
Hosei University.

In the project implemented in 1928 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of its founding, a range of lectures
was given on the University’s history, and campus life in the Meiji period, which was also mentioned in
the lectures, began to be introduced in the University’s in-house magazine.

In 1941, the 60-year history of Hosei University was described in the Hosei University alumni directory.
The document summarized the organizational and institutional history of the University. Some parts of
the document were written under the influence of the war, including the part on the intensive course for

students from Qing China, which the University provided during the Meiji era.

Keywords: Hosei University, History of Hosei University, Anniversary project, Alumni association,

Modern history of Japanese universities, History of the school, University archives
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