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New Research into Edo-Tokyo: Hosei University Museum and Hosei University Research
Center for Edo-Tokyo Studies: Special Exhibition for AY 2021:
'People, Places, Stories': The Identity of Edo-Tokyo Inherited through 'Intangible’ Objects

Yuko Tanaka

Abstract

The main theme of this paper is "What is the aim of New Edo-Tokyo Studies?" In order to clarify this,
I introduced the exhibition "People, Places, Stories': The Identity of Edo-Tokyo Inherited through
'Intangible’ Objects" in this paper.

First, I described the background of the establishment of the Hosei University Research Center for
Edo-Tokyo Studies (EToS), which planned this exhibition, and showed its achievements. In the three
and a half years between the center's establishment in January 2018 and this exhibition, there were 89
symposiums and workshops, including 13 international symposiums, with a total of 8,630 participants,
49 books and reports published, 126 papers and conference presentations, and frequent media
appearances.

The history of Edo-Tokyo Studies at Hosei University has continued from prewar times to the present
day. EToS is now including not only research in the humanities, but also research on urban design
and society, opening a new research field as interdisciplinary urban and regional studies. For the title
of this exhibition, EToS used the word "Intangible" (invisible). Edo-Tokyo has been through a series
of fires, floods, earthquakes, and wars in the past, and because of these disasters, the city has gone
through a short cycle of scrap and build. Even so, the identity of Edo-Tokyo has been maintained by the
flow of water that has continued to flow underneath the city while people have watched it change and
transform, the undulating topography, the living space consisting of large buildings and small objects,
the nature of the suburbs, the place names of Edo-Tokyo, the memories, stories, and legends associated
with each place, and the people who lived and worked there. This is because we have experienced
and passed on the memories, stories, and legends of each place, as well as the people who lived there,
their activities, and their liveliness. They are intangible heritage. Based on this recognition, EToS has
named this exhibition, "The Identity of Edo-Tokyo" as an exhibition that considers Edo-Tokyo as a city
supported by its intangible heritage, which is inherited through the intangible things of people, places,
and stories.

In the Edo period, these legacies were based on a steady-state society that prioritized sustainability.
Unfortunately, Tokyo is heading in the opposite direction, but by considering the continuity with Edo, it
is possible to inherit the past and explore a path toward the future. In other words, one of the important
goals of this exhibition was to show the shift in values and the direction toward a sustainable society.

This paper also guided the details of the exhibition using the four venues of Ichigaya Campus.

Keywords: Edo-Tokyo Studies, sustainable society, water city, waterside, topography, memory,

community, urban design, tenement house
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