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Academic and Cultural Relations between Japan and the German
Democratic Republic (GDR) during the Cold War Period:
Examples of the Relationships between Jiirgen Kuczynski, Seijiro
Usami and Hosei University

Rikako SHINDO

{Abstract)

The aim of this essay is to analyze the academic and political
relationships between scholars from Japan and the German Democratic
Republic (GDR) from a historical perspective. The focus is on the ways in
which contact between Japanese academic institutions and the GDR was
achieved and developed in the 1960s, before diplomatic relations between
Japan and the GDR were established, and the goals these connections set.
To address these questions, the following three topics are dealt with as
examples, especially in the period from the construction of the Berlin Wall
in 1961 to the establishment of official interstate relations between Japan
and the GDR in 1973: 1. the establishment of the Japan—-GDR Friendship
Society, 2. the exchange agreement between Hosei University Tokyo and
Humboldt University Berlin and 3. the connections between Seijiro Usami
and Jiirgen Kuczynski. These two economists played a major role in the
development of academic relations between Japan and the GDR at that
time. To elaborate on these relations, unprinted primary sources in
Japanese and German archives as well as Japanese and German publications

are mainly evaluated in this essay.



