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Japanese Capitalism and Women’s Labor: The Case of the
Tomioka Silk Mill

Kazue ENOKI

{Abstract)

In order to clarify the relationship between Japanese capitalism and
women’s labor, this paper is an attempt to depict the history of women’s
labor through the silk manufacturing industry, which supported the
economic development of modern Japan at the lowest level. The silk
industry is one of the industries that have continued to employ a large
number of women. In particular, the Tomioka Silk Mill, which was
established in Tomioka City, Gunma Prefecture, was founded as a modern
government-run mill incorporating Western technology, and after being
sold to the private sector continued to operate until the 1980s. The 115-
year operation of the Tomioka Silk Mill can be roughly divided into the
governmental period (1872-92), the Mitsui-Hara period (1893-1938), and
the Katakura period (1939-87). This paper focuses on the prewar period of
the Tomioka Silk Mill as part of a project to clarify the history of women’s
labor by tracing the changes in the working environment over the past 100
years, focusing on a single production site that has been managed over a

long period since the dawn of Japanese capitalism.



