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Theory of Genesis in Das Kapital and
the Method of Political Economy

Nobuyuki YOSHIMURA

{Abstract)

In this paper, we examine two methods that emerged in the process of
writing from Marx’s plan for “Critique of Political Economy” system to the
“Capital” system. Marx wrote three drafts, (1) the Gruntrisse der Kritik der
Politischen Okonomie (Manuscript 1857-1858), (2) the Manuscript 1861-
1863, and (3) the first draft of Das Kapital (Manuscript 1863-1865), up to
the writing of the current version of Das Kapital. After scrutinizing the
three drafts, the conclusion of this paper is that the historic “dialectic
method” to explain the downfall of capitalism, which was dominant in the
“Critique of Political Economy” system, changed to the “genetic” approach
to elucidate the generation of economic categories, along with the progress

of Marx’s economic research and the abolition of his first plan.



