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The profile of Itasu Matsumuro, the first president of Hosei University :
Retracing of his steps as a judicial officer

Yumi Kitaguchi

Abstract

Last year, the bereaved family of Itasu Matsumuro donated 136 materials, including a full dress
uniform, many of which belonged to him during his term as a judicial officer. In the history of Hosei
University, Itasu Matsumuro is known for being the president when Hosei University was elevated to
the university status, under the University Ordinance. What was Itasu Matsumuro’s portfolio like as the
president and judicial officer? The university during the time of President Matsumuro is known as an
era when Toyoichiro Nogami gathered Soseki Natsume’s students as faculty members to create a liberal
atmosphere, but there are few accounts about Matsumuro himself beyond the official history. There is
neither his autobiography nor materials written by Matsumuro himself. Moreover, there are no research
works in fields other than the history of Hosei University.

Therefore, through this study, I tried to clarify why President Matsumuro devoted himself to elevating
the law school to the status of a university and why he was successful in doing so. Besides the history of
Hosei University, in order to understand the profile of Itasu Matsumuro as a judicial officer from a three-
dimensional perspective, only matters related to the university were targeted. I retraced the footsteps of
Matsumuro as a judicial officer, such as the Director General of the Accounting Examination Bureau and
the Privy Councilor, in chronological order. I used donated materials, recollections of related parties,
diaries and letters, newspapers from that time, records of committees and meetings, etc. to retrace
Matsumuro’s footsteps.

Matsumuro had a very successful career, and he devoted all the experience he had gained and personal
connections he had built during his time as a judicial officer to the development of Hosei University. It
can be said that because Matsumuro was a strict and honest judicial officer, he sought freedom at Hosei

University, which was the former French law school that he studied at in his youth.

Keywords: Itasu Matsumuro, History of Hosei University, Ministry of justice law school, Judicial officer,

Privy Councilor
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