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One Aspect of University History: Professors of Hosei University and the “Kant Collection”
Eiji Makino

Abstract
The author elucidates the important role that professors in the Faculty of Letters of Hosei University
have played in the study of Kant’s philosophy in Japan.

First, throughout the Meiji, Taisho, Showa, Heisei, and Reiwa periods, professors of Hosei University
have played an active and important role in translating, introducing, and researching Kant’s philosophy.
In this paper, the author introduces the major relevant research achievements.

Second, when the author retired from Hosei University, he donated his “Kant Collection” to Hosei
Museum. Therefore, he will take this opportunity to introduce the main contents of this collection,
including busts and commemorative coins of Kant and copies of Kant’s major works.

Third, the author will clarify the close relationship between research on Kant by professors at Hosei
University and Iwanami Shoten. Since the establishment of the Faculty of Letters, the professors
of this university have maintained a close relationship with this publishing company regarding the
publication of translated books related to research on Western philosophy, especially Kant’s philosophy,
introductory books, research books, and so on; a similar relationship was maintained between Soseki
Natsume’s disciples and Iwanami Shoten before the founding of the faculty. In addition, this paper will
introduce the activities of Hosei University Press in the “Universitas Series.”

Last, the author also clarifies that professors in the Faculty of Letters have continued Kant’s tradition
of peace studies, which is also associated with “Practical Wisdom for Freedom” as set out in the Hosei

University Charter.

Keywords: Kant’s philosophy, Kant Collection, Iwanami Shoten, Peace Studies
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