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<ABSTRACT>

‘Japan-consciousness’ through the Perspective of Ethics /
History of Japanese Ethical Thought

YOsHIDA Masaki

This paper sought suggestions for an ideal figure of research of
“Japan-consciousness”. To do this, I briefly explained the standpoint of
“Ethics / History of Japanese Ethical Thought”, examined the term “Japan-
consciousness” by contrast with its synonyms, and compared “Japan-
consciousness” with Watsuji Tetsurd’s History of Japanese Ethical Thought.

Comparing “Japanese spirit” with “Japan-consciousness”, subjects of the
former are people, nation and state, and that of the latter, every individual -
in other words it has multiplicity but no totality. The newly raised concept,
“Japan-consciousness” thinks of the unity of individuals in the past age, who
are now separate from each other, and is motivated towards re-establishing
that notion.

If we take account of the historicity of “Japan”, “Japan-consciousness”
will be divided: “Japan-consciousness as ‘other’ by Japanese people” and
“Japan-consciousness as ‘self’ by Japanese people”. The process of change
from the former to the latter, more precisely when recognition of Japan as “self’

appeared or was established, may provide one point of focus in this research

project.



