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<ABSTRACT>

“The Parting at Sakurai” in the Legend of Masashige

LEE Chung Ho

During the years of Japanese imperialism prior to Japan's defeat in the
Second World War, Kusunoki Masashige, a 14*-century warrior, was idealized
and extolled in the domain of nationalistic and colonial education as a perfect
embodiment of absolute loyalty to the Emperor. The image of Masashige as an
exemplary imperial subject has survived to this day. Nevertheless, if one looks to
Japanese texts written in the years before the birth of the modern Japanese nation-
state, one encounters more complex and diverse representations of Masashige. In
the early modern period, Rijinsho, a book of commentaries on Taiheiki, led the way
in transforming and remolding the original medieval legend of Masashige found
in Taiheiki, via retellings of various episodes and theoretical analyses of political
and military tactics. At the same time, a wide range of other early modern texts
also participated in the refiguring of Masashige’s legend. For example, by citing
from such sections as “Masatsura’s Mother (Masatsura no Haha),” “A Scroll
(Makimono Ikkan),” and “Sword with the Chrysanthemum-Water Crest (Kikusui no
Katana)” in Rijinsho, those other texts freely adapted “The Parting at Sakurai
(Sakurai Eki no Ketsubetsu),” a critical scene in which Masashige’s loyalty to the
Emperor is revealed, to fit whatever genre or mode in which they were written,
from that of a historical narrative to that of pornography. Masashige gained
widespread popularity in early modern Japan through multifarious
representations in literature as a versatile warrior possessing all three of the most
important chivalrous virtues—wisdom, benevolence, and valor—but the rise of
the Japanese modern nation-state coincided with a reductive collapsing of the
polymorphous figure into a narrower and one-sided conception of Masashige as

a national hero epitomizing only loyalty and filial piety.
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