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110 years of Chinese students in Japan: what history can tell us

WANG Xiaogiu

I believe that the modern history of Chinese students in Japan can be
divided into five periods.

The first period is from 1896 to 1911, the first peak of Chinese study in
Japan.

At the conclusion of the first Sino-Japanese war of 1894-95, the defeated
Chinese were forced to sign the Treaty of Shimonoseki (Maguan Treaty). The
Chinese sch'(')l'arpolitjcianﬂ LT\\G Qichao (1873-1929) stated that this woke the
Chinese up from a dream of four thousand years. The Chinese intelligentsia
began to contemplate the reasons for China’s defeat and Japan's development.
The politician KaNG Youwel (1858~1927), deciding to learn from a powerful
enemy, studied in Japan and attempted a restoration. Study in Japan became a
dream for many young patriotic and ambitious Chinese.

The second period is from 1912 to 1930, a period of development in
Chinese study in Japan. After the Wuchang Uprising of 1911, many Chinese
students returned from Japan to take part in the Xinhai Revolution, leading to
the collapse of the Qing dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of
China (ROC). The number of Chinese students in Japan dropped significantly,
but from 1913 to 1914 numbers increased steadily, leading to the second peak
of Chinese study in Japan.

The third period is from 1931 to 1945, a period of serious setbacks. In
the space of ten months from the Mukden Incident of September 18, 1931,
more than two thousand students left their Japanese universities and returned
to China to join the resistance movement against Japan. In 1933 to 1934, some
of these students returned to Japan. At this time, the Nationalist government
encouraged private overseas study. Japan was a popular destination, since
school fees were comparatively low and passports were not necessary. After

the establishment of the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo, many students



were sent to Japan. In 1935 to 1937, as many as five to six thousand Chinese
students studied in Japan, producing the third peak.

The battle of Lugou Bridge (the Marco Polo Bridge Incident) of July 7,
1937, led to a strengthening of the Japanese invasion of China. In less than two
months almost four thousand Chinese students are said to have given up their
studies and returned to China. In 1937 to 1938, the Chinese Nationalists gath-
ered together people who had studied in Japan, and held courses to train offi-
cers for the resistance movement.

From 1938 to 1945, diplomatic relations were severed, and the

Nationalist government suspended the dispatch of students abroad. Those
Chinese students who did come to Japan were apparently dispatched by
Japanese puppets governments, such as Manchukuo, Mongol Border Land,
Fast Hebei Autonomous Council, and WANG Jingwei’s Nanjing Nationalist
Government.

The fourth period is from 1946 to 1976, a period of stagnation. In 1947
the Kuomintang (KMT) government recalled students who had studied in
Japan during the People’s War of Resistance Against Japan, screening them
and holding hearings. In 1952, the Japanese government under YOSHIDA
Shigeru signed the Sino-Japanese Peace Treaty, commonly known as the
Treaty of Taipei, with Crianc Kai-shek’s ROC government. Approximately
three thousand students from Taiwan studied in Japan between 1950 and 1976.
Diplomatic relations with mainland China remained severed, and there were
hardly any students from the mainland studying in Japan during these years.

During the ten vears of the Great Cultural Revolution of 1966 to 1976,
many people who had studied in Japan were persecuted and treated unjustly.
It was only in 1972 that diplomatic relations were reestablished.

The fifth period is from 1977 to the present, a period of recovery and a
new peak. In 1977, after the Cultural Revolution, DENG Xiaoping proposed dis-
patching students for foreign study, and students majoring in science, engi-
neering, and agriculture were sent to the University of Tokyo. Political and

economic reforms began in 1978 led to the relaxation of control over many



areas of society, and in the same vear the Treaty of Peace and Friendship
between Japan and the People’s Republic of China was concluded, thus open-
ing up the path for Chinese students to study in Japan. The Chinese and
Japanese governments reached a formal agreement on the mutual dispatch of
students in 1979. In that year, government-sponsored students numbered 149,
and this figure climbed to 960 in 1982. The years 1987 to 1989 saw an especial—-
ly strong peak. More than seven thousand Chinese students were in Japan in
1987, but in 1989 this figure climbed to twenty thousand.

This survey of 110 years of Chinese study in Japan reveals two main

points. First, students who came to Japan to study during these years have

in China’ 'n histor g 3 ents
played an important role in China’s modern history. Second, these stude

act as important go-betweens in building the friendly relationship between

China and Japan, and contribute significantly to interchange in a broad range

of fields.



