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International Japan-Studies Annual Report IV (2005)

Foreword
Prof. HOSHINO T'sutomu

Leader of the project selected under the 21t Century COE Program by the Minister of Education

International Japan-Studies: Annual Report No. IV (2005) is a compilation of research
findings of scholars who are working on the Hosei University project selected under the 21t
Century COE Program by the Minister of Education, entitled ‘Declaration of International
Japan-Studies’.

Within Hosei University, the project is being carried out jointly by the Institute of
International Japan-Studies, the Nogami Memorial Noh Theater Research Institute, the Institute
of Okinawa Studies, and the Graduate School of the International Japan-Studies Institute. The
Center for International Japan-Studies acts as the coordinating body promoting and supervising
the entire project.

Our aim is to nurture Japanology—Japanese Studies—into an internationally recognized
discipline by seeking a common basis of understanding about Japanese culture, one shared here
at home and abroad. Overseas interest in Japan and Japanese culture is growing, yet misunder-
standings and misconceptions abound. A question I wish to ask is whether Japanese scholars
have done their best to give people in other countries signposts to facilitate the understanding
of Japanese culture. Regrettably, it must be admitted that some studies of Japanese culture
within Japan, lacking a sense of methodology and being inward-looking in nature, are not readi-
ly accessible to people (scholars) in other countries. That is why we believe it is essential to nur-
ture international Japan-Studies as a discipline accessible to Japanese and non-Japanese alike.

On the course towards this goal, we are making a conscious effort to view our own culture
from the eyes of non-Japanese. Scholars from other countries naturally study Japanese culture as
something different from their own. We contrast the viewpoint of overseas scholars with ours to
highlight the differences in how Japanese culture is understood, attempting to elucidate what
those differences mean. By establishing this approach—metascience methodology—, we aim to
eliminate the tendency of scholars studying their own culture to fall victim to myopia, as well as
to nurture Japanology—Japanese studies—into an internationally recognized discipline.

Examining Japanese culture as something foreign brings into sharp relief its multifaceted
character: indeed, encapsulating our own culture by the simplistic label ‘Japanese’ itself
proves woefully inadequate, for it embraces a geographical range that transcends national
boundaries and a history that is richly multilayered. In place of the conventional view of Japan
as a culturally homogenous society inhabited by a single race, we want to focus on the multilay-
ered, multifaceted character of Japanese culture, thereby identifying both its unique and univer-
sal aspects.

By organizing international symposia and research meetings, we promote research activi-
ties among both Japanese and non-Japanese scholars. We are also building a network of
Japanese and overseas research institutions and academics designed to facilitate the exchange
of research information and foster scholarly dialogue.



