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<ABSTRACT>

Reinterpretation of Buddhist Scriptures regarding views
of the Universe:
Case of Pure Land Buddhism in Modern Japan

SHMizU Toshifumi

This paper considers how Murakami Sensho (#F_F8if§ , 1851-1929) and
Kiyozawa Manshi (i&iRimi.2 , 1863-1903) understood the existence of the
Pure Land (1) in the early part of the Meiji era. The paper presents the
following conclusions.

With the introduction of scientific knowledge, it was difficult to believe
that the Pure Land actually existed, and thus the authority of Buddhism came
to be threatened. Many Buddhists attempted to overcome this problem by
reinterpreting the views of the universe described in the Buddhist scriptures
as describing nothing more than images in the mind.

According to this reinterpretation, the Pure Land, the most important
element in the doctrine of Pure Land Buddhism, is not something that
materially exists outside the mind (an objective entity &5 AHDE 1),
but is nothing more than an idea in the mind (a subjective concept Mf/.[sD %
1. ). However, this was a heretical teaching that went against the traditional
interpretations of the Japanese Pure Land Buddhism.

Murakami Sensho, therefore, attempted to prove that the traditional
interpretation of the Pure Land as an objective entity and the modern
interpretation of the Pure Land as a subjective concept could both coexist,
without any contradiction. However, his proof was not entirely rational.

On the other hand, Kiyozawa Manshi’s understanding of the Pure Land

is clearly based on the subjective interpretation; he did away with the theory
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that it existed objectively. Manshi’s seishinshugi (spiritual awareness #5ffi 3=
7% ) movement is viewed as the apex of modern Buddhist thought and faith.
Compared to the thought of Murakami Sensho, the modern nature of its
interpretation of the universe lay in its adoption of the heretical idea that the

Pure Land was solely a subjective concept.
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