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<ABSTRACT>

Ethnic and Cultural Plurality of Japan

Josef KREINER

This paper examines the ethnic and cultural autochthony of Japan
through a review of paradigms in ethnology = cultural anthropology. In
this process we discussed discourses of ethnologists, anthropologists or
representatives of folklore studies like Edward Sylvester Morse, Henry von
Siebold, Tsuboi Shogord, Torii Rytzo, Koganei Yoshikiyo, Yanagita Kunio,
Orikuchi Shinobu, Oka Masao, Izumi Seiichi and Sasaki Komei. As a result
we could show that the ethnic and cultural autochthony of Japan is not a
genuine and singular one but a pluralistic and complex one: we can adduce at
least two “races” (the Yamato race and the Ainu race) and three cultures (the
culture of Japan’s mainland, Okinawan culture and Ainu culture). At the same
time, inside of Japan’s mainland, there is a great regional diversity of cultural
elements and clusters. To pay attention to such a plurality will be beneficial

when examining the “national identity” of Japan.



