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Grammaticalization as space creation: why did an indefinite artilce emerged
later than a definite article?

OSAWA, Fuyo
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The aim of this research is to examine Wh% an indefinite article "a/an"
appeared later than a definite artilce "the" in English. | have shown that the emergence of articles
has been the result of grammaticalization. Traditionally, grammaticalization is defined as the
process whereby lexical 1tems come to serve grammatical functions. | have proved that
grammaticalization involves the structural change in a given structure. Furthermore, | have proposed
that grammaticalization progresses in two stages: primary grammaticalization and secondary one.

The primary grammaticalization creates a new functional space in a structure. Old English
demonstratives “se/seo” contributed to creating a new functional space, i.e., DP. The definite
article emerged like this.

The ancestor of an infeinite article numeral an ="one" was grammaticalized due to this functional
space DP, which is an instance of secondary grammaticaluzation. This is the reason of the later
emergence of an indefinite article.
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