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<ABSTRACT>

Illustrated Guide to Famous Sites Togoku Meishoshi and
Geographical Description in the Genroku Period

MasHIMA Nozomu

Togoku Meishoshi (drawn by Tsukioka Settei, five volumes, author’s
self-preface, no afterwards, and published in 1762), which is an illustrated
book series and geographical description edited and published by an Osaka
bookstore Kichimonjiya Ichibee, takes an important role in a history of
geographical descriptions in the Early Modern Age, since it bridges the
series “Guide to Famous Sites”, de facto monumental achievement of folklore
topography in the Edo Period. However, it is clear that many of the pictures
and descriptions depend on the geographical description, drawings and
travel writing s of the Genroku Period. In this paper, we examined changes
and development of the geographical descriptions in the Genroku Period
focusing on relationships among Ihara Saikaku's Hitome Tamaboko, Ochikochi
Doin’s Tokaido Bunkenezu, and Taniguchi Jti's Azuma Kiko, which are the main
reliance materials of that time. Further, through the analysis, we discussed
one aspect of ordinary people’s view against “Togoku” (literally eastern area
in Japan) and mentioned that such a view aims to recognize unknown spaces
rationally while they were still bounded by medieval sense of values. We
conclude that Togoku Meishoshi is an extremely important work in the history
of the geographical description of the Early Modern Period positioning in the

development of the history of the bird's eye view-like figure of that time.
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