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Atlasof returned from this journey to Jakutski the 2nd of July 1700, and brought along with him the Japanese he had res-

cued, ---
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Following this exploit Atlasof marched down to the Itcha river, and there he heard of a stranger held as captive, whom the na-

tives called a Russian, but who turned out to be a ship wrecked Japanese. (p.101)
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Atlasof took the Japanese, whose name was Debne, to the Anaduir. When Peter the Great heard of Debne he requested that
he should be brought before him at the earliest possible moment. On January 8, 1702, Debne was presented to the Czar, and
the two had a long conversation about Japan.

Peter ordered that Debnme should be instructed in the Russian language and that he should instruct the Russians in Japa-
nese. In 1710 Debne was baptised and took the name of Gabriel. This Debne is, so far as known, the first Japanese in Russia

[Russkaya Starina, Oct, Nov, 1891].
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