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MANTELES, Théodose, Prétre de la Compagnie de Jésus, Flamand, mort pour la foi, & Malacca, en 1593. Il y avait trois ans
qu'il s'était refugié dans cette ville, venant du Japon ou le prince de Firando l'avait fait empoisonner, pour s'en débarraser sans
bruit. Depuis ce moment, le vénérable Pére é&tait tombé dans un état de langueur accompagnée des douleurs les plus aigués.
[p.320—321]

PN R 2AREEWLOLUUS O H U N -2 N+ 223 * D (le R.P.de Charlevoix) & Histoire de l'établissement, des progres et de
la décadence du Christianisme dans l'empire du Japon, Tome II, Pierre le Boucher, Rouen, M. DCC. XV. 129302 e°
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Il s’en falloir bien que les affaires du Christianisme allassent aussi-bien dans le Firando que dans les Etats du Roy d’Arima,
le Roy de Firando assez porté de lui-méme a persécuter les Chrétiens, & persuadé qu’'il ne désobligeroit pas I'Empereur de les
maltraiter plus que jamais, ét6it bien résolu de les pousser d tout outrance.

11 n'osoit cependant pas chasser les Missionaires, de crainte que les Portugais n’abandonnassent ses Ports, d’ailleurs le Prince
Jéréme, fils du feu Prince Antoine, dans les terres de qui ils étoient, n'elit pas souffert qu'on usit de violence & leur égard: il
jugea qu'il valoit mieux s'en défaire sans bruit, & il fit empoisonner deux Jésuites qui se Qo:ﬁmwm:ﬁ seuls dans le Royaume,
I'un mourut sur le champ, il étoit Castillan de Médina del Campo, & se nommoit le Pére Frangois Carrion, 'autre, appellé le
wmwﬁm Théodose Martel, ou Manteles, étoit de &Mma. il tomba dans une langueur accompagnée des douleurs les plus aigués, dont

il mourut a Malaca, aprés trois ans de souffrances. [p.193+194]
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The Iwakura Mission in Belgium

This essay deals with the Japanese mission led by Tomomi Iwakura
(1825~83), Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Belgium.
The mission stayed in Belgium only for 8 days. The chief object of the mis-
sion was to present credentials from the Emperor Meiji to the Belgian king
and to sound out the intentions regarding the revision of the treaty. Be-

sides, the mission was to investigate Belgian society in general.

This article is divided into four parts.
1) The schedule of the Japanese mission in Belgium.
2) The view of Belgium held by the private chroniclers of Iwakura.
3) How the Japanese mission was seen by the Belgians.

4) The response of the Belgian government to the Japanese ambassador.

The account of the travels to the States and Europe of Ambassador
Iwakura and his retinue was compiled in five volumes of books called
“Tokumeizenkentaishi Beiokwairan zikki” published in the 11" year of Meiji
(1878) by the Hakubunsha, Tokyo. Although this is a very interesting ac-
count of their travels and their keen observations of Western civilization dur-
ing the journeys, the books are full of inaccurate transcriptions of proper

nouns which have caused much confusion.

However, the newspaper articles on the Japanese embassy in each country
they visited give clues to the correct reading of the proper nouns, supplying

us with important knowledge about the activities of the mission.

The object of this essay is to clarify as much as possible the daily activi-
ties of the Japanese embassy in Belgium, based on the Belgian newspapers?.
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The chief members composing the embassy were as follows:

Tomomi Iwakurag:«:«:-+«--- Junior Prime Minister, Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary

Takayoshi Kido «+eeeeeeeee Councillor of State
Toshimitsu Okubo «+++++ Minister of Finance vice—ambas
Hirobumi Ifo - erececececeeees Acting Minister of Public Works sadors

Naoyoshi Yamaguchi-:---- Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs

Yasukazu Tanabe ‘- First Secretary, Department of Foreign Affairs

Noriyuki Ka «cecececereeeeees (Fourth?) Secretary, Department of Foreign
Affairs

Tadatsune Ando «:-«veeee- Fourth Secretary, Department of Foreign Affairs

Mitsuaki Nonaka «-«-+++++- Accountant, Head of Register Office

A certain Tomita-----+-+--- Accountant, Head of Register Office

Takeichi Kume:--:-=++eeeee Private secretary of Iwakura, a chronicler of the

(Kunitake) Japanese embassy

W. Parson «:ocececeecececeeenss An American advisor to the Japanese embassy

Sadajiro Kurimoto -+ Interpreter

Kozo Sugiura «ecereeeeeeeees Interpreter and a chronicler

A certain Fukui <-eeeeeeeee Medical doctor?

On the 17" of February in 1873, the Ambassador and his retinue left
France for Belgium from Gare de Nord in Paris, arriving at Quévy, a border
village in France. At Quévy, they were welcomed by the members of the re-
ception commitee of Belgian government. They were De Groote, director of
Foreign Affairs and the new Belgian ambassador to Japan, Baron Ferdinand
Jolly, lieutenant colonel of General Staff Office, Baron Albert d’Anethan,
and Count Charles d’Ursel.

After exchanging mutual greetings, the Embassy set out again on their

(52) 179



The Iwakura Mission in Belgium
journey. At about 9:30 p.m. the train arrived at Mons, a border town in
Belgium, the Ambassador and his staff were welcomed by the Belgian sol-
diers presenting arms and playing the Japanese national anthem. After that
the Japanese in European clothes were shown into the first class waiting

room where they met other Belgian welcomers.

These were Prince Caraman-chimay, Governor of the Heinaut province,
Dorez, Mayor of Mons, Dutilloeul, Lieutenant Colonel and Commandant in
Mons, Colonel Demazieres who commanded the 3™ Chasers, and Parez,
Greffier of the province.

In response to the address of the governor of the Heinaut province, the

Chief Ambassador Iwakura responded through an interpreter as follows:

{Nous nous saurions trop vous remmercier, M. le Gouverneur, de la recéption
brillante qui nous est faite au moment ou nous entrons sur le territoire de la
Belgique. Nous serons heureux de faire connaitre @ S. M I'’Empereur l'excellent
accueil que nous venons de recevoir, et de lui rapporter les paroles que vous avez
bien voulu adresser d ses envoyés. Nous sommes touchés et reconnaisans a la

fois, et nous y répondons par toute notre sympathie.) >

Here again they got aboard a special train set by the Royal family and pro-
ceeded to Brussels. It was at 11:20 p. m. when the Embassy finally arrived
at Gare du Midi, Brussels, where they rode in separate carriages, and went
to “Hotel Belvue et de Flandre” (another name “Hotel Belvue” located at

Place Royale 7) which had prepared for the Japanese.

At 1 p.m.on the 18" of February, the Chief and Vice—ambassadors with
some followers went to the Royal Palace riding in separate carriages, to be
granted an audience with King Leopald II. When they arrived there, they
were welcomed by the Imperial Guards who presented arms and a musical
band.

After exchanging mutual greetings, the Embassy retired from the
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audience room and were shown into the room of the Queen, who was in
mourning. In the evening a dinner party was held in their honour at the pal-

ace at which the Japanese presented themselves.

At about 10 a.m. on the 19" of February, the Japanese Embassy went to
Ghent by a special train to inspect industrial establishments. When they ar-
rived in Ghent at about 11 a.m., they were welcomed by Count 't Serclaes,
Governor of the province, Kerchove de Denterghern, Mayor of Ghent, De
Graeve, Greffier of the province, and Captain Stuckens, Adjutant of the Gen-

eral Commandant of the province®.

After exchanging the official salutations, the Japanese visited the cotton
spinning company owned by M. F. Louisberghs, the establishment of horticul-
ture of Jean Linden, and the weaving shop of La Lys in turn. The Japanese
showed keen interest in weaving machines in the factories. As regards the
behaviours of the Embassy, (lIs ont fréquement des notes spécialement sur
les forces motoriees, que nous employons.)® After finishing a tour of observa-

tion, they had lunch in the city hall, returning to Brussels at 4: 05 p. m.

It was very cold on the 20" of February. The Embassy accompanied by
De Groote and Jolly proceeded to Antwerp, whence they drove to “Polygone
de Braesschaet,” the large Belgian artillery range located near the village of
Braesschaet, some 16 kilometers to the N E of Antwerp. In the firing range,
the Japanese actually inspected various firings of field artilleries. After the
inspection, they were offered lunch in the officers’ club, returning Brussels

via Antwerp at about 6:00 p. m.

On the 21* of February, the Embassy started for Liége by a special train
at 8:00 a.m, arriving at Station des Guillemains in Liége at 10:30 a.m.
They were welcomed by Pascalde Leusemans, Governor of the province and
others to say a word of welcome at the station.

The Japanese went in separate carriages along the river Meuse to the
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village of Seraign, 6 kilometers south of Liége. They visited the glass
works at Val-Saint-Lambert established by John Cockrill (1790-1840), an
Englishman, and the iron—works and factories founded by the same English-
man. The Embassy officials were entertained with luncheon in the latter fac-

tories, returning Brussels before 8: 00 p. m. ~

On the 22™ of February, the Embassy divided into two parties. The
group led by Iwakura left Brussels at 9 a. m. for the village of Courcelles lo-
cated NNW of Charleroi, the center of the S.Belgian iron industry, arriving
at Courcelles at 9: 30 a. m. The director named De Marmol waited for the Japa-
nese with carriages.

The Japanese first visited the plate glass works and then proceeded to the
village of Marchienne by carriages to inspect the iron—-works of Providence,
being accompanied by Théophile and Jules Ziane. (Ils parurent prendre un vif

intérét aux opérations du laminage et du matelage) ®.

Whereas the group with Kido occupied themselves with inspecting some es-
tablishments in Brussels. The group first visited the factory of Tasson and
Washer (rue de I'Astronomie), {ou ils ont admiré les parquets que cette
maison exécuté pour le palais du Roi, ainsi que différents meubles destinés a
l'exposition de Vienne, entre autres celui, pour les armes de guerre de Liége.

Le trarail mécanique du bois l'a beaucoup intéressé.) "

Then They visited the chassis factory owned by Jones (rue de Laeken),
and other firms making railway equipment owned by the Société Belge, and
a workshop of enamelled ironware owned by Delloye—Massor (Chaussée
d’Anvers). At 6:00 a.m. the Embassy presented themselves at a farewell
dinner party held by the Royal family, and then enjoyed the presentation of

Tannhiuser in the theatre.

It snowed on the 23" of February, the Chief Ambassador Iwakura, Vice Am-
bassador Yamaguchi, the First Secretary Tanabe and interpreter Kurimoto
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called at the Foreign Office to sound out the Belgian views on the revision
of the treaty and so on. While Kido and others drove to Waterloo (16 kilome-
ters SSE of Brussels) to see the old battlefield, where the British under Wel-
lington and the Prussians under Biicher decisively defeated Napoleon June

18, 1815. The group returned Brussels at about 4: 00 p. m.

On the 24" of February, the Iwakura Mission left Belgium for Holland at
9:00 a. m. by a special train, stopping over at Antwerp. When the train ar-
rived at Antwerp at 9:50 a. m.,, the Embassy was welcomed by Pycke, Gover-
nor of the province, De Wael, Mayor of Antwerp, General Dens of the
province and so on.

After exchanging mutual greetings, (L'Ambassade a pris place dans cing
voitures et a visité nos éstablissements maritimes, le Musée et les principaux
monuments de la ville. Vers trois heures, les ambassadeurs sont repartis par le

méme train pour la Capital.)®

Thus the eight days of the trip of the Iwakura Mission in Belgium was

over.
Kunitake Kume’s general views of Belgium :

(In terms of its territory and population, Belgium is as big as Kyushi Is-
land in Japan. Although Belgium is surrounded by big countries, she .
stands on her own legs despite her smallness without any protection or inter-
ference from other countries.

The Belgian economic power exceeds that of the European Powers. The
Belgians are hardworking people, living happily. Although the land is infer-
tile and swampy, I was impressed by this small country in many ways.
The welfare of the state depends not so much on politics but on the unity of

the whole nation and their cooperation.

The administration is a paragon of a nation. The footpaths in the fields
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remind of me the ridges between ricefields in Japan. The farm villages in Bel-

gium are alike in appearance with those in Japan.

The prosperity of Belgian industry reminds me of that in England.
Towns and villages are flourishing. Belgium abounds in iron and coal.
Iron industry is the most prosperous in Europe. Coal mining is the origin of
industry in Belgium. The quality of coal ranks the second place except Eng-
land. In the first place the most prosperous industry in the country is iron
manufacturing, secondly the cotton or flax spinning industry, and thirdly

glass manufacturing.

The streets in Brussels are closely lined with large and small stores. The
paved streets are narrow and irregular, though they are convenient for walk-
ing or transporting. There are many white houses in the Capital, shining
brightly here and there. At night streets are lit by gas, emitting pale light.

Seeing the light I feel as if I were in Paris.

The only trade port in Belgium that enjoys the popularity as a good port
in Europe is Antwerp. What amazed me in Antwerp were the such state es-
tablishments or buildings such as the docks, batteries, the Exchange, the
City Hall and so on.

The spirit of independence or freedom pervades Belgium. But we should
not mistake freedom for self-indulgence. In order to maintain the prosper-
ity of the whole nation and to guard their freedom, the government should

adopt a prudential policy.)?

The Belgian view of Japan and the Japanese Embassy :

Up until the Meiji Restoration, Japan was regarded as a visionary or bar-
baric country which closed its door to the world. Japan was supposed to be
a country whose staple exports were laquerware or porcelain. After the resto-
ration of Imperial rule, the image of Japan was changed in Western eyes.
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In their views:

Japan is an attractive and a poetic country which abolished the feudal sys-
tem across the nation. The Belgian people knew through the newspapers
that Japan had been striving for national reform with strong will and en-

ergy.

It appears to me that a rumour was going around that the Japanese wore
topknots and two swords, being dauntless in their spirits. But contrary to
the expectations of the Belgians, the Embassy they saw dressed in European
style. They were quiet-looking, unsociable gentlemen. Their faces were writ-
ten all over with wrinkles!?, though looking young at first sight. The Bel-

gians were disappointed a little to see the Japanese in Western clothes.

The Belgians’ wish and inmost thoughts in welcoming the Japanese Em-

bassy :

Iwakura’s chief official duties were to present a message from the Em-
peror to the King in Belgium as well as to ascertain the intentions regarding

the revision of the treaty, and to inspect Belgian society in general.

The Japanese—Belgian talks!"” were held only once at the Foreign Office in
Brussels on the 23™ of February, 1873. Those present were Tomomi
Iwakura (Chief Ambassador), Naoyoshi Yamaguchi (Vice-ambassador)
Yasukazu Tanabe (The First Secretary), Teijiro Kurimoto (The 2™ Secre-
tary and interpreter), August de Baron Lambermont (A Minister Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary, Secretary-General of the Foreign Office, acting
minister of Foreign Affairs), Jurey Malo (The Minister of Finance), Charles

de Groote.

Baron de Lambermont started talking after exchanging greetings, leading
the way. Iwakura explained the mission entrusted to him by the
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government, and also described the abolition of the feudal system, and the

restoration of the imperial regime.

Lambermont asked Iwakura to tell him his opinion regarding Belgium.
The former continued to talk as if he took no notice of Iwakura’s wishes at
heart. Lambermont told Iwakura what Belgium could offer to further the
modernization of Japan in terms of administration, education, military af-
fairs, railway construction, trade and industries. Iwakura did not have a
positive response to the offer, but only thanked him for his kind attentions.
Lambermont summarized the general, national conditions in Belgiurﬁ.

The topic of talk turned to religious tolerance. He pointed out that Ja-
pan’s inhuman treatment and persecution of the Christians aroused indigna-
tion and mistrust among the Christian countries. Iwakura said positively
that the strict restrictions on the Christians was relaxing and that the govern-
ment hoped to attain the freedom of religion. Lambermont was pleased

with that remark and hoped that Japan would lift the ban on paganism.

Iwakura’s primary concern was the revision of the treaty. As regards this
problem, Lambermont said that he would give instructions to the new minis-
ter to Japan, asking him to enter into negotiations with the Japanese govern-
ment with a view to conclude a new treaty. Since Lambermont knew that
Iwakura was not given full power to decide anything, the former judged it

premature to enter into actual negotiations.

In reading through the memorandum of the official conference between
Iwakura and Lambermont, we notice that the Belgian government was ea-
ger to enter into the Japanese market, to sell its products or offer its technolo-
gies and capital to Japan'?. The visit of the Japanese embassy to Belgium
was a favorable opportunity for her to strengthen mutual commercial ties
more strongly. However, Belgium was not so successful in selling its prod-

ucts to Japan, contrary to expectations.
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Although Belgium tried in vain to enlarge the commercial market in Ja-
pan, later she made a contribution in some spheres of Japan’s modernization.
When Japan established the Meiji Constitution, it translated the laws of Eng-
land, France, Prussia and Belgium, studying them for future reference'?.
The most notable learning from Belgium was the foundation of the Bank of
Japan (1882), which was modeled after the Belgian Central Bank!?.

Moreover, when Japan founded the Department of Home Affairs and To-
kyo Metropolitan Policé Board in the 1870s, based on the proposal pre-
sented by Toshiyoshi Kawaji (1836~70), a police superintendent, the ideal
of Belgian police system was under consideration. Kawaji stayed in Bel-

gium for a month in the spring of 1873, investigating the police system.

It is interesting to notice that he found the lofty ideal of the police in “the
protection of citizens and administration services to the people.”!® Japan

owes not a little to Belgium.

In writing this essay I made use of Belgian newspapers in both French
and Dutch related to the Iwakura Mission as primary source for the ‘study of
the Embassy in Belgium.

In conclusion I'd like to thank the Belgian Embassy in Tokyo, Archives de
I'état in Liege, Stadsarchief in Ghent, Bibliothéque Royale Albert I, Archives
du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres in Brussels, the university libraries at
Waseda and Sophia as well as The Historiographical Institute, the Univer-

sity of Tokyo, for their various kindnesses.

Personally, I am very much obliged to Mitsuro Katsuyama (OCS Brussel
Office), Dr.Paulette Pieyns—Rogo, Dr.Francoise Peemans, Aryan van der
Werf (reseacher), Ingeborg Verplancke (lecturer), Prof. Willy van de Walle

at Katholieke Universiteit in Leuven.

10 April 2000
Prof. Takashi Miyanaga
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Notes

1) The Belgian newspaper consulted were “Journal de Liége”, “L’Independance’, “Le
Nord”, “Journal de Gand", “L’Echo du Parlement”, “Journal de Charleroi”, “Het
Handelsblad van Antwerpen” “Journal d’Anvers” and so on.

2) cf. “L'Independance” (1873.2.18)

3) cf. “Journal de Liége” (1873.2.19)

4) cf. “Journal de Gand” (1873.2.20)

5) ibid.

6) cf. “Journal de Charleroi” (1873.2.23)

7) cf. “Journal de Liége” (1873.2.24)

8) cf. “Jaunal de Liége” (1873.2.25)

9) cf. “Tokumeizenkentaishi Beiokwairan Zikki” (Iwanamishoten, Tokyo, 1983),
vol. 1.

10) cf. “Journal d’Anvers” (1973. 2.23)

11) cf. Memorandum d’une conférence officielle qui'a eu lieu le 23 février 1873, au
Ministére des Affaires étrangéres a Bruxelle (document preserved at Archires du
Ministére des Affaies Etrangéres in Brussels). I also consulted with “Dainihon
Gaiko Monjo" (Nihon KOKUSAI Kyokai, Tokyo, 1938, vol. 6, 97.)

12) cf. Prof. W.van de Walle: “Belgium 17-24 February 1873" (The Iwakura Mis-
sion in America and Europe-A New Assessment, Meiji Japan series 6).

13) cf. “Nihon Berugi Kankeishi” (Hakusuisha, Tokyo, 1989), 162~169.

14) ibid., 159.

15) See note 13, 111.
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