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following the Restration. The Junior Prime Minister Tomomi Iwa-
kura (1825-83) learnt by chance of Verfeck’s proposition, and he
asked him to call on him. It was on the 26th Oct. 1871 that Iwakura
had an interview with him, asking about the contents of ‘a brief
sketch’. When the Embassy was organized according to Verfeck’s
suggestions and was about to leave Yokohama for America, Okuma
was, contrary to his expectations, removed from the members of the
mission by a joint conspiracy of the Satsuma and the Choshu clans.

Iwakura was ordered to be the Chief Ambassador of the Emba-
ssy by the emperor. The chief object of the mission was to present a
message from the emperor to the president or the kings in Ameri-
ca and Europe as well as to ascertain the intentions of the treaty
Powers and to investigate Western society in terms of its legal,
social, cultural, and military conditions with a view to placing Japan
on an equal basis with the advanced Western countries in the future.

The Japanese Embassy, which is commonly called the ‘Iwakura
shisetsu dan’ (i.e. the Iwakura Mission), was composed of one
hundred and seven Japanese, of whom forty-nine constituted the
Embassy, the others consisting of fifty-three officials, servants and
students studying abroad.

The chief members composing the Embassy were as follows:

Ambassador Extraordinary

NAME AND RANK OFFICIAL POSITION
Sionii TOMOMI IWAKURA -----eemeemeeieeenes Junior Prime Minister
(Shonii=the junior third order of court rank)

Vice-Ambassadors Extraordinary

Jussami TAKAYOSHI KIDQO: s ererrvereeerimneeneeeen.. Council of State
(Jussammi =the junior third order of court rank) ‘
Jussammi TOSHIMITSU OKUBQ---:-ooeeeeeeereeeses Minister of Finance
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Brief Notes on the Iwakura Mission in the
Netherlands.

The dispatch of Prince Iwakura’s embassy to America and
Europe in 1871 was one of the remarkable events in the modern
history of Japan. The idea of sending a mission abroad originated
with Shigenobu Okuma (1838-1920) who was Gaikokukanfukuchiji
(i. e. vice-minister of Foreign Affairs) in 1869. In his younger days
at Nagasaki, where Okuma was sent as a selected student of the
Saga clan, he attended lectures in politics, economics and jurispru-
dence given by a missionary named Guido H. F. Verfeck (1830-98),
an American of Dutch extraction.

This missionary came up to Yeddo (present day Tokyo) in 1869
on the invitation of the new Imperial Government to act as a advi-
sor to the government. He was often asked his opinions concerning
conditions abroad. It was just before or after June 1869 that Okuma
had an interview with Verfeck, on which occasion Okuma expressed
his long-cherished idea of sending a mission to America and Europe.
A little later Verfeck privately sent to his former student and friend,
Okuma, a proposition known as ‘a brief sketch’ in which the full
particulars of the plan were written. Verfeck asserted emphatically
the importance of observing for themselves the actual state of affai-
rs in the West in order to understand Western culture and institutio-
ns. Two years, however, passed without Okuma’s ideas being reali-
zed while the government was embarrassed by the approach of the
time for the revision of all the foreign treaties. It seemed to be still
premature to dispatch a mission because the ideas of the general
public were in confusion and the country itself was in social turmoil
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