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£1 27— bEMcBT 29780 (S5, 1EY51) 196086 4

i 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1986
b MUN
B (%) 53 49 52 47 44 44 43
(%) 42 45 46 51 55 56 57
F&b (%) 5 6 2 2 1 - -
NN 285300 275160 226400 187250 167210 152450 111747
a3ty
B (%) 56 55 57 54 52 50 55
7z (%) 33 50 42 44 48 49 45
FEb (%) 11 5 1 2 - 1 -
NEE (N 7490 5330 4200 3450 3710 2447 3478
AT N
S (%) 60 59 59 63 66 62 65
i (%) 34 35 37 32 31 38 35
FEH (%) 6 6 4 5 3 - -
A ON) 15560 17980 40870 66520 77840 82452 69418
P
Bt (%) 46 42 45 42 41 45 53
7t (%) 44 47 50 51 57 55 45
TFES (%) 10 11 5 7 2 1 2
N (N 4260 4660 3580 3470 2780 1408 1810
A F oy TN
B (%) 62 62 53 63 48 56 61
(%) 35 35 45 37 50 44 39
F&b % 3 3 2 - 2 - -
TN 1830 2250 2230 1050 1630 823 1162
a3a7y
B 0 - - - - — 38 40
Tt (%) - - - - - 62 60
TEH (%) - - - - - - -
Nt (N - - - - — 10751 16865
21 RF—}
B (%) 53 50 53 51 51 50 51
7 (%) 42 44 45 46 48 50 49
F&bH (%) 5 6 2 3 1 - —
ait (N 314440 300460 277280 261740 253170 232253 204480

Sources:1) Handbook of Labour Statistics of West Malaysia, 1968, for, 1960—65 figures.
2) Annual Survey of Employment and Wages, Department of Labour and Manpower, 1982,
for 1970—80 figures.
3) Labour Indicators, 1985/86, for 1985—86 figures.
Har)  Selvakuimaran [1994], Table 3.10, p.87.
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ABSTRACT

The plantation (estate) sector has been the major sector in the Malayan/Malay-
sian economy since the early 20th century. Historically, the majority of rubber es-
tate workers had been Indian migrant workers in Malaya. Also, the sector
included female labour because rubber tapping, which is classified as semi-skilled

work, can be carried by women as well as other unskilled field work such as
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spraying. Replanting from rubber to oil palm since the 1980’s brought changes
to the labour structure as the crops require different work. The oil palm requires
male manual labour for harvesting and loading.

Simultaneously, the labour force of the sector has been replaced by migrant
workers since the Malaysian economy faced the serious labour shortage in the
1980’s. The estate sector utilises male migrant workers besides construction sec-
tor and manufacture sector whereas the domestic service sector utilises mainly fe-
male migrant workers. The nature of work in estates requires unskilled male
workers and migrant workers fulfill “unskilled and low-paid manual jobs with
poor working conditions” (so-called “3-D jobs”) which are avoided by local work-
ers with improvement of education and living standards.

The paper will examine the nature of work in estates and the changes of
labour structure by gender with a case study and also discuss the management

system and estate culture as masculinity.
(BEHR

Gamba, C. [1962], The Origins of Trade Unionism in Malaya: A Study in Colonial
Unrest, Eastern Universities Press, Singapore.

Jain, Ravindra K. [1970], South Indians on the Plantation Frontier in Malaya, Univer-
sity of Malaya Press, Kuala Lumpur.

Malaya, Federation of Malaya [1959], Annual Report on the Ministry of Labour
and Social Welfare for the year 1957, Government Printer, Kuala Lumpur.

Malaya, Statistics Department [1938], Rubber Statistics Handbook, Kuala Lumpur.

Ministry of Finance Malaysia. Economic Report, various issues, Percetakan Nasional
Malaysia Bhd.,, Kuala Lumpur.

Ministry of Human Resources, Malaysia, Labour and Manpower Report, various is-
sues, Percetakan Nasional Malaysia Bhd., Kuala Lumpur.

Ramasamy, P. [1994], Plantation Labour, Unions, Capital, and the State in Peninsu-
lar Malaysia, Oxford University Press, Kuala Lumpur.

Selvakumaran Ramachandran [1994], Indian Plantation Labour in Malaysia, S.
Abdul Majeed & Co., Kuala Lumpur.

Susan Oorjitam, K. K. [1990], “The Development Process and Women’s Participa-
tion in the Plantation Sector: A Macro Level Analysis of Trends and Patterns,
1957-1988,” in Jamilah Arriffin and Siti Rohani Yahaya compiled, Women and

Development in Malaysia: Implication for Planning and Population Dynamics, the

12



L=V TDTIVF—va viIBIAEEE BN
Population Studies Unit, the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur.

[1994], “Women and Poverty in the Estate Sector in Peninsular Malay-
sia” in Jamilah Arriffin ed., Poverty Amidst Plenty, Pelanduk Publications, Petaling
Jaya.

Sandhu, K.S. [1969], Indians in Malaya: Some Aspects of Their Immigration and Set-
tlement, 1786-1957, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

HHRET [1998] [vv— v 7ORFREEGBOMEE : t2=vF 4, Y=vF—, F¥
3 ) 7 ¢ ) EBERFEHRE,

13



