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This project is based on the paradigm-shift in Japanology from the philological
to the visual focus. Due to this, the importance of museums takes on a new level and cooperation between
European scholars and Jaﬁanese specialists becomes vital. Studies conducted in cooperation with more than
350 museums have shown that more than 500,000 objects of Japanese art are kept in Europe. A great impact
on the evolvement of the European image of Japan has been exerted by Buddhist art. We approached more
than 30 museums to conclude contracts for providing digital images and metadata of their collections,
which were included in the database “ Japanese Buddhist Art in European Collections” . The database
comprises about 3,800 items, and will be developed further. Our research revealed new findings such as
the Gigaku masks in the Museum of Five Continents Munich and the Spinner Collection of religious culture
at the Ethnographic Museum, Univ. Zurich as well as the Manos collection of Greece.
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