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Who are the victims and where are the areas stricken

by the Fukushima nuclear accident? :
citizens radiation measuring stations in east Japan struggle against trivialized
definitions of the victims and the disaster-stricken areas

<4

A i
Yuu Kiyohara

Abstract

From the perspective of environmental justice movements, this essay will reveal the significance
of investigations on soil contamination initiated and conducted by citizens’ radiation measuring centers in
17 prefectures across eastern Japan. When we think of a recovery from damages caused by the nuclear
accident, we have certain assumptions of where the areas of nuclear disaster is, and who the victims
are. A campaign has been initiated by residents outside of Fukushima to destabilize the definitions of
“areas of nuclear disaster” and “victims” by promoting health examinations to detect radiation exposure
outside of Fukushima. While investigations on soil contamination initiated by agricultural cooperatives
and municipalities inside of Fukushima have been publicized in the past, they are targeted mainly for
regenerating farming in Fukushima rather than for resisting the trivialization of the terms such as “areas
of nuclear disaster” and “victims”. This essay will reveal the possibility of our subjective recognition of
“areas of nuclear disaster” and “victims” to be shifted by the culmination of the objective data from the
investigation on soil contamination conducted by citizens' radiation measuring centers, and how this
ultimately can correct the imbalance within the disaster recovery policies. Unlike the investigation limited
to farmlands, grasping the average degree of contamination regardless of the usage, purpose and areas
may allow us to grasp the damages caused by the disaster in its entirety, which hence will provide people
in any circumstances the equal right to speak out on the issue of contamination.

Keywords: the areas stricken by the Fukushima nuclear accident, soil contamination, the Act on Special
Measures Concerning the Handling of Environment Pollution by Radioactive Materials

Discharged, citizens' radiation measuring stations, environmental justice movements
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