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INTRODUCTION

PART | THE CENTRALASIAN STORYTELLING TRADITION

I. THE ORAL TRADITION OF CENTRAL ASIA: BAKHSHI

1 Bakhshi in the past and today

2 Acquisition of storytelling skills and terma

1. MEMORIZATION AND IMPROVISATION IN THE TRADITION OF BAKHSHI:
ANALYSIS OF MULTIPLE PERFORMANCES OF ALPOMISH

1 Application of the Oral-formulaic theory to the study of the Central Asian storytelling



tradition
2 Analysis of variants of Alpomish recorded from different storytellers
2.1 Birth of the hero
2.2 Origin of the bow and the nickname
3 Analysis of variants of Alpomish recorded from the same storyteller
3.1 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Qakhor-bakhshi: macro-level
flexibility
3.2 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Qakhor-bakhshi: micro-level
flexibility
3.3 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Mukhammad-bakhshi:
macro-level flexibility
3.4 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Mukhammad-bakhshi:
micro-level flexibility
3.5 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Shodmon-bakhshi: macro-level
flexibility
3.6 Analysis of ‘Return of the hero’ in three performances by Shodmon-bakhshi: micro-level
flexibility
4 On the degree of improvisation in multiple performances of Alpomish, and on the origin of
formulas in the tradition of bakhshi
PART Il THE JAPANESE STORYTELLING TRADITION
I1l. THE ORAL TRADITION OF JAPAN: BLIND BIWA PLAYERS FROM KYUSHU
1 Origins of blind biwa players
2 The last blind biwa players from Kyushu
3 The repertory of blind biwa players from Kyushu
IV. MEMORIZATION AND IMPROVISATION IN THE TRADITION OF BLIND BIWA
PLAYERS: ANALYSIS OF MULTIPLE PERFORMANCES OF WATAMASHI, KIKUCHI
KUZURE AND SHUNTOKUMARU
1 Application of the Oral-formulaic theory to the study of the blind biwa players’ tradition
2 Analysis of multiple performances by Yamashika Yoshiyuki
2.1 Analysis of Watamashi
2.2 Analysis of Kikuchi Kuzure
2.3 Analysis of Shuntokumaru
3 On the degree of improvisation in performances by Yamashika, and the origin of formulas in
the tradition of blind biwa players
PART 111 ALPOMISH AND YURIWAKA
V. Alpomish and Yuriwaka: On the Possibility of the Story’s Transmission



1 On the origin of Alpomish
1.1 The Odyssey and Alpomish
1.2 The Tale About Good Prince and Bad Prince and Alpomish
1.3 Hypothesis on the origin of Alpomish
2 On the origin of Yuriwaka
2.1 Alpomish, Yuriwaka Daijin and Yuriwaka Sekkyo
2.2 The Odyssey, The Tale about Good Prince and Bad Prince, Alpomish and Yuriwaka
2.3 Hypothesis on the origin of Yuriwaka
CONCLUSION
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