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The process of identity transformation in middle and old-aged career change
— A social construction study of the process of identity crisis to regeneration up to the present,
from involuntary retirement through re-employment —

Keyword: involuntary retirement, transformation process of the identity, the social construction

A social construction study was conducted of middle and old-aged involuntary retirees, on the process
of identity transformation from employment through retirement, followed by achieving re-employment
and up to the present. A survey collected dialogue data from retirees and their wives, which was then
analyzed through the modified grounded theory approach. According to the results of the analysis, we
created 25 concepts, which were classified into three sub categories and four categories. Through such
analysis and comparative study against prior research, some important implications and findings were
obtained including that identity cannot be interpreted as an achievement of the personal internal, but
rather is conferred, maintained, and transformed through social recognition that identity exposed to the
crisis of job loss moves towards regeneration through re-employment, with “narrative“ playing an
important role during the process and that the regeneration is not a complete recovery because of coping

with the residual job loss experience.
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