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Syntactic subject requirement: the demise of impersonal constructions and the rise
of unaccusative constructions
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This research has aimed to show that the notion of subject is not universal. In
0ld English, The presence of impersonal construction with no subject is a decisive piece of evidence.
This is because Old English was a lexical-thematic language which consists of content words with no
functional categories. Thematic relations between lexical items played a crucial role in determining the
clause structure. In current English, subject’ is a syntactic_device which was introduced late in the
historical development of language to satisfy structural requirements. In Present-day English, subject
has become obligatory due to fully-developed functional systems. The subject requirement is now clear due
to the facts of mandatory presence of subjects, the presence of expletive subjects without semantic
content.
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