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RESEARCH ON QUANTIZATION NOISE REDUCTION OF GATED RING OSCILLATOR TDC USING A
DELTA-SIGMA STRUCTURE
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In this paper, a new Time-to-Digital Converter (TDC) using Gated Ring Oscillator (GRO) TDC and
delta-sigma structure is proposed. This circuit has a third-order noise shaping by combining a second-order
GROTDC and first-order delta-sigma structure. It can reduce the quantization error due to device mismatch.

The proposed circuit improves SNR of 16 [dB].

Key Words: GROTDC, delta-sigma structure, noise shaping

1. MIEES

Time-to-digital-converter(TDC) & I FHI % & 22 {5 =
ORI E WS T e/ FEREEHMEL T VXAV T
53 N—HDZLThD. EEETHLA N FRAE
FCTORHRC, 2 2O/ VA ORI EARETE 5.

’?ﬁa)#%{ﬂK? o A oA LY, EREEKO

WELITE T L, BESROT a7 EHREER-EIC
WU&D@%@ﬂEi@%é%ﬁbf“é.%@*ﬁ?,
Ta 2O D N T VA OIREHRE DR E
2LV, BEFMICEB W TEWOREEEZ EBTX 5 L5

2720, RSO 7 e ZERER Y S TDC IZEH
ﬁ)%io'@/‘é.

LorL, FEART v 2O LY HFoRiET
LOXDORBEZIIRLT Y, BEEEOLLNEL
I D, BHEEOLE S FIEL LT, Gated
Ring Oscillator (GRO) TDC #3% %. GROTDC 1%, Z#iik
LY = — L T BT ﬁ%%%ﬁmﬁ%_y7hﬁ
DA .

AT, BHBEOSHLEMZ S LDTE% GRO
TDC & A SHiEE A S DY, TDC DREEICHNDH Y =
—Er IR 5 2 L CERREOSEEZ IS,

2. fEkF&E
(1) Buffer Delay Line (BDL) TDC
X 1 |z Buffer Delay Line(BDL)TDC D [aI#[K %2 /~3. =

OEIEEIE, n il OFERAESE - & D-Flip-Flop(D-FF) T S

2 ODAINEFT DRI A FFD. A ¥ — M FITBIESE 7T

= — UICHE S AL, KB T O /1 D-FF O A1+
IZHH ST 5. STOP {51 D-FF @ CLK ST
B In W5, BifEL LTIE, £ STARTIEZ3A
han, BEHETTFo—E2EY, FEEFRTOHIN
D-FF ICA &%, RIZ, STOP{E52AA &, D-FF
O CLK S TIZfE N AT &5, Zhic kv, B~
kL D(L:L)iE START 1 5725 Tin 721 B 7= STOP {5
DML ENY =y DI X o THERMEEND. BEHa—
FHIZ) Q(LiL)IE, STARTEHDH LAY & STOP 5
DONH BRI H HMABEDEREFF> T D, Fiz,
ZOREFa— FHA QULLIFEHAT ¥ Z L EIIKIC X
D2 WERICEBEND. T ORI OB RREITIRIE
THIROREIE ta TH Y, AESNDEEOFBIXKD X
ITREND

0=Tin=nxta @
F72, ZORKOETL A4 X Qnix, STOP{EEMNH
R AERNCLE B 572 D-FF 225 STOP 55 F T8

NAELRY, ROLSIZREND

0=Qn=ta )



uf_l buf_2 buf_3 777'Uf_n-1'uf_n
D Q |DQ D Q D Q D Q

soo [T [

Q1) Q(2) Q@3) Q(n-1) Q(n)
‘ Encoder Q(1:n) ‘

1 BDLTDC

(2) Gated Ring Oscillator (GRO) TDC

X 212 GROTDC D[EIEM % ~4. GROTDC %V 7
F—=F T X THERESNTEY, Voot
— H BRGNS B A LN — X HAE T S R S AL T
%. Enable (EE0NHEN -S> THWBBET) 74y
—EVRIREL, TOEFICEI-oTHV U MTHZ LK
DIE &S 7T a VR ET XN EICEBRT S, B

7> b L7273V A % Enable {§%5C Counters # U &~ kL,

FNEFEFFZH D FENTEEZHTIT S, ZOREKT
1%, BEZEFOF— IR FTINLLNED B LHIEIO
A DL EDRENMFEEIND =0, WRITATEI D
D5 EHIBIORENGHIGIND. ZD7), HiElOZE
PARFIZ R AE U 7R A IR B O AR CIRE T D & 9 4
WMERFS., ZhickY, BAEEENMURTD. 47
SANCHIY b b EE T start, o nbA 720
DORERE T stop 95 &, AJMES T_in 1Tk THRE
no.

T_in[K]=T_stop[K]-T_start[k] (3)

WICETFLENTE 5% D_out, AT D ETIREL
T error 9% L AHFEIZRATR SN D.

T_in[K]+T_error[k-1]=D_out[Kk]-T_error[k] 4)

i, @RE 2 EBT DL, EREHLIENTES.

T_in(z)=D_out(z)-T_error(z)(1+z~1) ()

ZHOZLIZkY, BEAHERECHL RO A X =—
E L TP DENIIDD.

Enable
[
M_INM_2[Y M3 [XM_n-1N M_n
Resetg
~ Counter
CLK
l D_out

2 GROTDC

3. EBEFHICHAEBRH
(1) AIZiE
HARL 725 1RO AT LRG3 TR

Quantaizer
Q(z)
Integrator
1 Y(z
X(2)—>D S - ?
- 1—z1
3 —WRAXEHE

ANENTEEZ, V=TI > CTEREI NS

ZlY ErHbsnsd. BHbshifEsE, FTor—7
RSO TANEDEFZWD. ANTEDEFTT DL
METHLNG, REOHRMITSNLZ L LD, AT
X HhzrY, BEHbadtam) ToRFEEERZ Q &
T5&, ANAFETZRO X S ICEIH S5,

Y@=X@)+(1-Z271)Q() (6)

ZHUCRY, AEFIFZEOEERIS N, &F
ERAZEZIHCLIRD ) A Ry = —E L TRPN5 T L
Don5.

(2) HRT—REA I EFB(MASH)
T AL — RELAY &M 4 1R T

Ql(z)
X(2) ?_ 15_21_1 & Yi(z) e o,
%QZ(Z)
— = ‘ -

B4 7 Ar— FHLA SAHE

AT EiRaI IR s a n BT 2 2 & T, B&EER
EIZHL n ROV =—E U TRHRENELND R, VAT
LANREFEINLIRD . 2 THA— RAL AT BTN E
ENTW5S., —BEHITETE O AL Eillgs b 7o THY, —
EFECIIMIBE N D RAE LB HEiREE2 A & LT
L, BEAHEZITY. 2O AT L0 ANEAEEIZUT
DRTRIND.

Y@= Z72X@)+(1 - z71)?Q2(2) U]

(MXEY, AWEFTEES W THASh, BT ERE
PP ZRD ) A R o= TR DZERyn5D.



4. REFE

H A — FREE & - GROTDC & A S Z5fRgs ofk
EE VT, IDC O INTHAT 2B TLIRZED /) A X
=— UV amribEE, RN RS TS,
72U, TDC OHHIFETALT 27 —Z kA (R 72
OTHMIZHEE - oz T2 08Ty, £, &
Fbgr & LTHWS GROTDC ik v A &a AN+ 25
VENH DT, BHEOEIaEHND Z LN TER.
TRUCAFIIE TOWE - oD HEE R L, REICEE
DA % R

(1) {EEE

5 122 2O/ L ADONAEEFE T 5 EIREX 2773, IN
WCADEBIZ VAT, FB I OT VX WEN AT
ENb. LiEAN->T FB 27 P X VEICIE Uiz YL Aig
EROBFIARTIMLENS D, £ CTT VX NVEE
Variable Time Delay IZA/)T 5. 2 & AN Sh/-fEIZ
LoTIN DNV ABRERIET S, RIZSR 7V vy 7T onm
v 7 TIN 2y MgB, BEELZ VA E Y By M5
ICTDZE T, FB OIS U SV ARAERTDHZ LR
TE D AEWRENZ/ VA Q L IN & THEHEZITV,
IN DIF 9B KREFIE OUTHZH D &h, METE
OUT-IZH /1 &%, OUT+& OUT-IZ43 1) CTHIJ19 B R
X, BETERWEOARKRIATERNNLTHD. £
DOFEFIEIX 6 12~ T.

IN
S Q
A 4

FB Variable Time Delay R o E

5 NLARJRRG E]E

U e B

« T LT 1
ouT+ |_|

ouT- l_l

(6 ACFHEE R O

(2) ER#

B 7 \ZAAERE Sy ORI, 8 (ZFESr I n=5 D
BDEA LF v — FERT. MAEREESTIHAIC
1%, BEHUCIET S Z LN TE 2R, £72, GROTDC (21X
IOVABEE AN T HVEND D280, B O 4% H
WA ZEITERN. Z22T, BIESRE OR EIFZ AW
TANSNVAEIESTD LT, BOSICI O FE
OEIEEHNS. n ZFoT5EEET L L, AISh
ToS VAR LT MR ERR S22 K DI 1 A E 1n
JE R ORI 8T AT & PRIE S FIRIE S W72 SV A B IR D
ANEOR EHEEZTH. £52FT5H5ZETn BSD/ULA
A THIENTED. FEL, AITE B0V I
ERISEEIZ L — AT OBMRIZH D, 2SIV RIEDER

VMEE, SV RAERESTAZENTE S, ZORKOA
BRI D X S ICRT N TE D,

1—z—(n+1)

Y(Z): 1-z71
@)D, BHEH N ERELTH L THE ORI
DAHIFFE L ITFHELL 2 D.

ouT

X 8 Fisyas D HI 1 (n=5)

(3) hRH— K& 2Rk GROTDC

X 9124 A4 — K8 2 Yt GROTDC D AT AKX &R
9. GROTDC W A — NiiEEZ WL Z & T/ A XY
=BT EERETD I ENTES. WIBD GROTDC
THAT LELIRESL, KB GROTDC IZAJILTW
5. HBETHRATHIELRREIN Y MEE LTIHT
< %7, GROTDC D ANJFT/SIVATHDLMENDH HTeD,
BEBIC AT BRI =AU & i LT OV AT LT
W, ZOVAT AOAENFEIIUTORXTEIND.

Y@)= Z72X(@)+(1 - z271)?Q2(z) (6)

| MEGROTDC oy

! Ql(z) | |

| o Lovi) Y
LI &1 @ Y,

| T 1-Z71 ] | bt ‘ 1

i M~ i

:f:’::::::::::::jé::zzzzzz?ifn

} Q2(2) |

| 71 Y2(2)

| El(z) . R & (Z)3 =

‘ % EXGROTDC 3

K9 A5 — 2%k GROTDC



(4) REVRT LA
BRI HUATLEK 10 1T5RT.

BT
R
it | [GROTDC
N |
L2k
wAa '~ |eroTDC

10 LV AT A

HEARBIIZA SERGBOMBREFE L TH D, B1LaF
\ZH A — AL 2 %k GROTDC W TW5. A S Z5iles
1RO I AR =— U TR, h A — RAL 2 &
GROTDC I 2RD /) A XY = — Vv T Fi o T 5
720, BT3RO ) A XY = — 0 T > 2
Lehb.

AABE AR O HNZIED SV R E LTH S OUT+EH
DRV AELTHD OUT-BH DD TR 10 O L HIZ551F
THB RT3 0ENSHDH. GROTDC TRLaEh-
BECT O A NEILIR D DT, IEO/SVA EHD LA
EMESTHZENTE S, TOMNEMRES 127 1
— w7 5.

F, BAEBOBREBIC A BT TWDER, =
IR TR TE 52UV AT [\l Tn+l [\ H IS
L BIHOSAABRBETOLNTLEI DO THS. A
O o 1% Un wBIZ/hE LTV, —BIBEDICAT SR
T OVRIET 4 — KRRy 7 SNET VX UEIL 0 ThHD

O/ IV AENIENVEEFROERICATSIND Z LI 5.

Z D7V REDIRVME T DIFES D LR A2 THET
bIBHZ LB E GROTDC DHINHEN/NE L 2o
TLED. T5&, RONMMBERFZ LV AMEDEVE
SRESICANEND. LEN-T, ntl[s]oEHT
ZOBGNE I DT2OIEFITRELEILR>TLED.

% Z T GROTDC D IIZH A v &DOF, FHWANELE
INEVMEICT D Z E T ARBTHERE L EDOREL
KL LT3,

5. YIal—L g iER
I 2 L—3 3 ik MATLAB/simulink 2 L7=. &

Ralb—va & aeR LITRT.

#£1 vIal—ia 4

AT AN I 155 Ao
JE R 7 JE 5K Wi | osR
TSy [R5k
[Hz] [Hz] [Hz]
1.23x1073 1 1.56x1073 5 64

Wiz, WA EX 1112, HAEEO FRT TR %2 X

12 27,
12

N

0

8l
6

Count

0 50 100 150 200 250
Time[s]

K11 ke

" [—1%&GroTDC |
oK 22RGROTDC
——propose TDC

Gain[dB]

1074 1073 10"z 10“1 10°
Frequency[Hz]
12 HWAMIEO FFT MR

1210, BERKTIE, /A A =—Er 7 RNEmikit
SINTNDDONRGDD. HERFIETH S 1 Ik GROTDC T
%, 12 5 /Mt (SNR) 28 48[dB], H 24— R 2 ¥k
GROTDC Tid 58[dB], ##FE T A7 A TiX 64[dBl & 72>
7.

6. R

AFETIE, TDC D ETFALMEE 2 U5 T 5 FIEEZMRAEL
T&7. %9, GROTDC T1 KD/ A Ry =2—E 7%

A LTz RIT, B A — FiiE% GROTDC (AW, /
ARy 2= T @R b Lz, RIS, A SERT O
LA r— R 2 Ik GROTDC A8 bhbED LT, 8
DY =— ORI E L, &R ORI
ST AERE U HERTIE L B LT, SNR 234 16 [dB]
W L7

Zn b DRI OA L, MATLAB/simulink % T
Vial—TarEITHIZETHER L.

HEE AWEERTDCHIZY, 2RRBWH, JfhE
W& E L, THEBEIRICE KR 2% - 0
ERBMEVLELTHL RIFET. £, EBICFRSH
TV RS AT AT EREDOFAEDERKIZH L
OMERD Y, ARBERTE I & LHHR L T E
7

SE R
1) PN ESE FRM R AL =Ty KU v 7ty
L—% % /- TDC Bl O feF, 8 7 Rl A 2011
H#1AH.



2) Kazuya Kobayashi, Yusuke Fukazawa, Akira Yasuda:
Noise reduction of TDC by using a GROTDC and a noise
shaping structure, IEEJ Int’l Analog VLSI Workshop,
2010.



