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Clustering of Migrant Sending Suburban 60km Areas to
Tokyo 23 Wards with Migration Preference Index

Hiromi MORI

{Summary)

Population of central metropolitan area (23 wards), which had decreased
in number since the second half of 1960s due to the outward migration to
the suburban area, has changed drastically its phase in 1995. Its population
has resumed increasing due mainly to the notable excess of inward over
outward migration. New trend of population movement termed as
restoration of urban population is observed in major urban areas.
Emigrants from suburban areas are one of the main players that account for
this new trend.

The key concerns of this paper are the manner how and where the new
entrants find their accommodation in 23 wards and to identify possible
spatial correlation between migrant sending and recipient areas. Areas
within 60km from the center of Tokyo are the target field of the current
study.

Statistical data called as migration preference index is used to assess the
intensity of migration by adjusting the number of migrants with the size of
population both of sending and recipient areas. The present study has
classified the migrant sending suburban areas within 60km from central
Tokyo by applying clustering method into some regional clusters using the
normalized migration propensity index.

The following findings are obtained from the study. Firstly, inward
migration from the suburban areas has a definite law in terms of direction.
i.e. migrants tend to accommodate closer and familiar areas and are
reluctant to settle in unfamiliar areas beyond the core segment of the city.

Another finding is migrants who share the same commuting railways that
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radially connect terminals with suburban areas are likely to settle among

23wards in similar manner.
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Migration, migration area, OD matrix, population census, clustering



