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Three years of television records of the earthquake and
nuclear power plant accident; Centered on metadata analysis

[ - S )

Yoshiyuki Nishida

Abstract

Soon four years will have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. Over this period,
television has produced various news reports, documentaries, and other programming depicting the
course of development of the earthquake and nuclear power plant accident. But few studies have analyzed
these programs over a long time span. In light of this situation, this paper considers how television has
recorded the earthquake and nuclear power plant accident over the three and one-half years since the
disaster struck, particularly over the roughly three-year period from August 1, 2011, half a year after the
earthquake, through August 31, 2014.

First, we analyzed metadata on these programs to examine what television reported on in
communicating information on the earthquake and nuclear power plant accident over these three years and
to analyze changes in regions reported on and in the content of such reporting. We analyzed what kinds
of changes occurred when restricting the sample by region. Then, focusing on programs that reported on
the city of Minamisoma, which saw enormous loss of life due to the tsunami and even now feels the effects
of the nuclear power plant accident, we used metadata and actual images to examine how the story was
covered over this three-year period.

Keywords: Memories and Records, Metadata, Minamisoma, the Great East Japan Earthquake, The

Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant accident
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