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Contribution of Yamakoshi Kousakusho
for the Experimental Psychology in Japan Before World War II:
Whole Picture of Products Appeared in Yamakoshi Catalogue

YOSHIMURA Hirokazu

Abstract

I found that the Yamakoshi Kousakusho's Catalogue of Apparatus and Supplies for Experimen-
tal Psychology (Second Edition) published in 1933 is archived in PDF by National Diet Library.
Using the document, I searched for the actual situation of psychology experiment instrumenta-
tion used before World War II in Japan. Prior to it, I made it clear that the name of the president
of Yamakoshi Kousakusho called Choshichi was succeeded to for two generations and I settled
their achievements.

Most products of Yamakoshi Kousakusho in those days were imitations of European and
American companies’ such as German company Zimmermann. In addition, Yamakoshi
Kousakusho had made new products as improving the originals. Recently, I knew that the first
edition of the catalogue was left in Kwansei Gakuin University and started the work to compile

the contents of the catalogue into a database.



